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October 5,2007

VIA HAND npJ.TVF.HV Wrtwflon DC

Fuooomn

Mr JeffS Jordan
ty Attocney

Admimstcation

999 E Street, NW
WMhmgton, DC 20463

NnrVM

Dear Mr Jordan SELM

This office representsFnends of Fred Thom{Mon,Inc fPOFT*1)* its treasurer, Lm
Howard, and Senator Fred Hioinpson (coDectively'Respondents'1) m the aboye-
cmpOooedMUR We have reviewed the complaint filed on August 20,2007, by Lane
Hudson As detailed below, the Oimplaint contams enoneous aPcg t̂ions and
mcocrect legal theories that fiul to state a claim that a violation has occurred
Tneretote, the Commission should find no reason to beheve that Respondents
violated die Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("AoT of "FECA"),

THE COlfFLAINT

TheComplamt alleges diatRespond^tsviokted the Commission's testing the
regulations Scsll CFRJ510072.100131 Tnc Complaint specifically alleges mat

used for ezpkxntD£yactmoesv(^n)adestat^^
Thompson as a carertidatr for President, and P) conducted acnvmes in dose
proximtty totheekctionorovcraprottactedpcaodoftime As outlined below,
these allegations ace groundless and the Respondents conducted iU of that actmnct
M fiifl gfttnplMtir̂  wtrti the rommtMt̂ ti*. t̂ Hng fhff
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On June 1,2007, FOFT wti incorporated is a nonprofit cotpotition pursuant to die Tc
Nonprofit Corpormtioo Act FOFT begpn operations on June 4,2007 ai a ttg-cccmntpohtical
orpuiiattKmundtt Section 527 of die Interntl Revenue Co^ FOFT filed both mPohnctl
Qigpuunaon Notice of Section 527 Sutw (Form 8871) and Pohocal Orpmation Report of
- - -- (Form 8872) M required by kw On itiMid-Yeir Form 8872
disclosure report, filed with the Internal Revenue Service ("IRS*1) on July 31,2007, FOFT duly
Mported, prepared by law, afl of to om^
30.2007

1 TtMUr dig r/«imiMio«i'« »»«H«ig A* •̂•nt« MyiUtinn«| «[f|nnH« tieeeMred anldy far the putpnag of

dftrnnmmgwhetoraniiuhvidualsbou^
Kquii^ to be repotted to to Commission durm^ 11 CFR $100 72
SCElteHCFR $100131 (containing paraM exception from to definition of ezpendit^ "If the
individual lubscgnrntly becomes a candidate, to funds received are rnntnhnfinns subject to to
repeating requirements of to Act Such contobuttonsmiist be reported with to
to ptmory campaign conmmee of to candidate " 11CFR J10072 SttlbfiHCFR
{100131

FOFT began testing to waters activities on June 4,2007 While FOFT operated as a testing to
pondents scrupulously complied with to Commission

prohibitions of the Act

On September 7, 2007, Senator Thompson
ftf ntyni»»iion •ittii A^ rn^mMMioti Pursuant to the Act and Commission

regulations, POPT«II fiu .^ miti«i ̂ 1^™^ ̂ p^t- •̂ i. ^ r^^^^^i ̂ i ryfrO^r i ̂  9nmt

FOFT will include on this report ill moma raised and spent durmg the testing the waters penod Sfifi
11CFR $$10072,100 131

LKfiAL ANALYSIS

Under to Comnasaion's testing die waters reguktiont, an individual may receive finds and make
payments wtthouttz^ggenng candidate status if to funds ate received and to payments ate made fiat
to purpose of determining whether an indtndiidshoiiklbecoinc a candidate fee flcdeialofnce
CFR {{10072,100131 The testing to waters exception does not apply to funds received or

penditures made for "activities «^nr«^«g that an mdtnduv u a l has iVrirfL
paiticular office or rbracttvmesrelevam to
of an indtvidW's activities that attdeen^
polmcal advertising that pubhcnci an mtendon to oumia^ fior fiederal office, authomed written or
oral statements dnt refer to die individual as a candidbtte.fundraismgm excess c^ what could
triasonablybeeaqiectedtobeusedforcqiloratoryactivm^
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under state kw, or rondiicntig activities m^Aose
of ttneN SfifiUCFR $$ 100 72(b)(l)-(5)

As oudmed below, Respond d iU of their somtiesm fan accocd with the
C n mmiisinin'i tiflt*1*1^ the •ytgft regulations

The Compkmt alleges diatRespofKlents related the Co^^
conducting activities w "close proxmiity to to
CFR J10072(b)(4) Hus damns utterly baseless TTiere is no set time hmit on how long a testing
the waters committee may operate Moreover, FOFT functioned as a testing me waters committee for

pnnciptlcsmpsjgnrotiiiTiittrr on September 7, 20(̂  Grten mat me p p
testm^

For esjuDp&e, Rudy
Giuhim and Jolm McCim fled tfaor Stttttn^
HiDsjy QmtDn, snd John Edwscds fled csfldidaiBpspetsmJsniisiy20(r7,sndBsjsckObsjni filed
mndldttP ptpetS in Fehnmry 2007 A«mt<tlMig î piPM^ntial eMdAtea ftnm hath fMjor pmtiea
during tins election cycfe will have campaigned fa twehe to fboiteen monfa
caucus tsJces place m 200e\ and candidates wiH have campaigned m CTCCH of 18 montfas bcfote the
ma)c«paitieshokidiei£nommatmgcc4iventionsnextsutnmex Opentmg as a testing the watexs

$»~m n^&m »m POUT <M W» rMMinfr hg f»gpt»UI •« •

. any rfig tmi* petvui e

only a small fisactionof the total length of time candidates competed in the piesioential primary

FOFThkewise did not opetateasa testing the wsteis committee m dose pinzimtty to an decnon As
noted above, FOPTiegisteied with the Commission as Senator Tlionyson's pnncipalcampayi

on

pcunary or caucus is scheduled to tike place before Januaiyl2008k and a hige number of noimnaang
contests wiU not occur until February or March of 2008 Gnreo diat FOFT became a campaign
ronmnttfr many months before any ante's pnmary or caucus will be held, FOFTs testing die waters
actmdesweagnrt conducted m "close proxmiity^
testing die waters regulations

n. POBT PI

Tlie CoaaaaMuea igl IT fft an
of whether an individual would be a viable candidate ihould he or she decide to run for
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federal office In addition, iDowingiiidmduali to gauge the strength of that potential nrndiriancs,
mrfi«iltlgfr̂ fltlA«l̂ gpM»^ h»fî

^ • •• ••• ... . *. - llV - MM_*_^» --- ^ ----- *- -- ••- _^*L • •••• J^MSMK^MMMMlV *tV^ B^4«MMBlMaB«M«MS)'Al^^mnilBBInffl • nBBIUlv *"•• wrUsEKM wHBHSWESna^SMSJ 1. JWlSSJSMlgglT ^•muA ••••• Twvwnssismwws^sr QvE LJOQIIIUB^Uni •
•̂̂ •̂•••••••••IMBB W vM^nBB^^b ••̂ •P WWB«««B«^ •PIBnp'V^^^K^Bfl^ ^IWwfl^P^^^^^lBv «*•••• ^^H^^ ^^^^^^^^ w ^V^^^y ^HB^ -^w^v^^^^^^^m^^v^H ^

nguhtiooi do not fice t numencil op on the imoimt of money t testing the wtfra
if rfftMMMw*V?rT«>^*^^

fbrezpkicmtocytctmties'' 11CFR J10072(b)(2)

FOFT reported cumg $3 46 mdhon for its toting the wmten ftctmdetthrou^i June 30,2007 on its
Mid-YeuFocm 8872 filed with the IRS on July 31 ,2007 Tne Compkmsnt, Rtymg on the finds
FOFT spotted tsurng on in Mid-YeM Form 8872, tllegei that FOFT viokted 11 CFR
f!0072(b)(Z) ThetBegiaionisgcoundleu

PM^AMJ^I fmwt^mi^tm «JUt^ii Awnig tfci. put^ty prrv-^« For cample, FOFTs nmdrsismg
amoimtuoii]y35%oftheapaiDfliiiatetyfl^ Bush raised for the pnmanes
dunng the 2000 election cyde Furthermore, FOFTi $3 46 naDion fhndrsising figure is merely 13%
of the amount George W Bosh msed for the pnmaaes during the 2004 election cyde, and only 14%
of «!M> •tiM»i«it Joliti Kffrty fffUfrtgd fot the w*t****** A*** ryr-l^ TTie (act tf*at> FO^* «̂ ""«*g the pfiv>d
at issue tatted leas ̂ tm/n one-tv7entieth of the amount of funds that past pirsKirnnsl campaions raised
for the primaries n powerful evidence that FOFT did not raise money *^ezceu of whst could
tcssonsbly be cmccted for rrplotamry actmttes " 11C F R $ 100 72(b)(Z)

Moreover, FOFT dunng the ume peaod at issiie likewise raised only a smaflnmction of the amoun
money that pirsinVntial candidates coflected dunng the current elecnon cycle Belowisatable
nutating what the leading prtaidrntial rsndiHstcs m bom patties repotted as recenxs for their

ii« A«n«gk At* July 1 q TOflT ******** «qmff». m*A ti/̂ r PnPT»« fimtltaiaifig tmial

time peaod at issue compared with each candidate's total

fsinihrittr Rumftiid RMBPH FQFT Pmpottw*.̂  si»^

HiDaryOmton $63,075,92680 55%
$58̂ 13,13486 59%

MittRomney $44,432^4956 78%
RudyGmham $35,629̂ 6538 97%
John McCain $26,389,65734 131%
JohnEdwardi $23,129,15772 150%

Given that FOFT during the time peaod at issue raised only a small proportion of what cunent and
past presidential caiididata collected
What Other candidate! colWted - PQPT hy an

ted to be iised for e3n^oxBtoryscnvitiesN {10072(b)(2)
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m.

Tlie Complaint illeges that FOFTn
g die tone period at issue and that dm coosdratesanMegicgiousvioktioaofthe<te«oiigtlie

it clearly indicatea an intentira for D^^ Complaint at 1
The allegation u categorically false Contrary to die Complainant'• contention, FOFT neither solicited
not collected funds farthegeneral election during the testing the waters penod Rather, FOFT raised
f*ui« •Myof fry fr« •"•••• *•» "IT1? *~ **** r**"«**«. 1 -̂̂ *̂  »^ Hiilî lnal «nntnhntinn 1mm of

$2,300 pec election If an individual contributed oxxeth^
portion to the mdmduaTi spouse far the primary electicawinta the 60<kay tune wmdow

byComnmswoieguktioiis SeellCFR JJ110 l(k), 103 3(b) If FOFT was not able to
reattributeanindrnd\ial'scc4itributiontDaspouM

FOFT tiUM jtunda aoldy rat the poniaty election during the tuting the waten phase and carefully

Compkinant* s allegation that FOFT nuaed fiindafbr the general election, and therefore operated
ttspeoouaandahould

The OxnrJaim alleges that FOFT violated the *>udaa^^ J100 72(b)(l) by
spending $133 on Google AdWords and 921,142 lot "Media," as disclosed on FOFTi Mid-Year Form
8872 filed wxm die IRS SficComplamtatl

As a thnshold matter, Compkniant eaon
advertising In actuality, $ 100 72(b)(l) plainly

dy contends diat $ 100 72(b)(l) bars all types of
i are not

1 OOID CBIOdDat ^Mtt VD^T A^L^r'Ca^DflCBQbdDttB DUE ^)^UV CBOflA ffO^UUQ^E flla^^yC^mGflBfiaUtt UUKE

"poblioxe [anindrnoNiars]mtentiontocariqMdgnfoc Federal office" U.

MofFOFTs
Complaint refi

ideconsistentwimtheprovnionsof 11 CFR §10072(b)(l) The
ces a 9133 payment that FOFT made for Google AdWords Complaint at 1 HUB

payment was made to create a Imk ID POFTs testing the wsten website, which was located at
www ImWithFrcd com, when cettmm^archtemM WOT Toe
Googk message merely stated that Senator llioixipson was testmg die waters, snd read u follows

I'm With Fred

To sham your support. VMt
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I
•
_ was fufycciimtentwim 11 CFR $ 100 72(b)(l) because ttindiau^ that Senator
• Thonirison was testing the waters and did not s

•̂•••|iaMpi fog Ptesidcnt

| The Oxnplaint also alleges that FOFTniade*^
Complaint at 1 Af ~*~1 «K— » «fc- ro^t^H—uuA «»«t™e A* ~«t»r. ptHMftM A» not h«r «H typga

I ofadvetdtiiigaiidiiiawmedMcofmiiuiiicitiooB In my event; the lefctencedeapendttaiewai not fiat
•dvaanng Rather, the paytnait wo madV to New Media Sttateg^wbchti^
stiateg^c advice fbt dealing with onhne media

» Ojmplainant'lcontentwo that FOFT violated 11 CFR § 100 72(b)(l) is baaeleu and ihould be

V. ReqMMdeflttRepewty Indicated D

^B Whether to Bc^Miie a CandidAte

CT> 11CFR $ 100 72(b)(3) bars an mdmdW while testagtte

1 written or oral statements that reter to hmi oc her as a ranihffa Complainant
alleges that Respocuients violated $ 100 72(b)(^dnim^ The pubhc record

to and durmg the testing the waters period, Senator Tlxxnpson and FOFT
c _ _ 0 - - 0 - f - - m

repeatedly emphasixed that Senator Thompson wu not a candidate fc« the Presidency and m^
ThftiiipMWili^ti^^eMi^^atiii^fo^g^gnft «gMidAtm ifce following public statements ace some
of the numerous examples in which Senator Thompson and FOFT representattves reiigrated mat

• Senator Thompson was testing the waters to gauge the strength of a potential candidacy, and that
• Senator Thompson hid not made a deosion on whether to becc^ne a ptrsidrnml csiididate

• • Jackson Baket,l^rAiia^jM iDfsrQ0mr">r PnaJntiu/M, Memphis Flyer (Tennessee),
Match 11,2007 (Attached hereto as Exhibit 1)

Thompson opined that he would safely be able to wait okte as slimmer before deadmg on
the matter of t presidential tun "

Washington Times, March 12, 2007, at A04 (Exhibit 2)

I "Mr Thonmson said he has no tmietable foe deciding whether torn

•
^ warn to sec how niycaUMgiies who arc on the campaign ttad A> n^
they rtnphasnc, what they're adrirrssm^ and how successful they are in doing that, and

• whether or not they can cany the btUm next November, and rnainly whether or not they can
• reach the American people, mspae the Aroeocanpeoc^ to oV> me tough things that we're

gomgtoneedtodo>M

i
c
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TteFrontrunner, March 14, 2007 (Exhibit 3)

ews Sentmd (3/14, Powelson)rep^ Fred
Thompson (R) htt Mid he 1017 not decide whether to run for president until summer"

I • John Fond, LgftfcGMMm CnMtf, Opmion Journal from the Witt Street Journal Editorial
Page, March 17, 2007 (Exhibit 4)

9 "FiedHiompiondeMif hain't decided whether to run for president/*
:•

«sW^
30*. 2007 (Exhibits)

IB ^LOOflDDflOO flOVVE VO COOi^

^My sense tt that he is seriously considetmg it No other way to put it,* [Thompson
iMarkjCoraUosaid*'

• Bin Theobald, Tbmpsvi'spnAas** tuvtutams, The Tennessean (Nashville, Tennessee), April
18,2007,at3A (Exhibit 6)

many p*npi« •• l«g <»«' hefatie makmg •

I
""He wanti to ddk about me fiinue of the putyandtherutureofthe((X)aservtoTe)pdtt^
movement.' O?*n^V? md n

- w^~~""~"«j - - ~ ̂ ~^

• Mike Allen, F Ww^ftjiwiw^xw^ (Exhibit 7)i
Thompson has not made a final decision

I • Internew by Sean Hanmty with Fred Thomson, ffo^
2007 (Exhibit 8)

8 "HANNITY Bang us inside the Thompson nmid,mtei^
mind, as yon make this decora about whedier or not you want to get m this race and run for

B president What ate you thinking •bout?"

THOMPSON Wen, obvxwsly, there's some practical thii^
• Fm doing There's some family considerations You don't change GO a done You dunk you're
• gomg this direction wimycvrfimuly, and your hfe, and you You

i
i
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a tike some tone Tm taking din tone Tm talking to some of tiiesznsiftest people, I think, m the
• country, about tome things that ace very ifupgiHMfr to me "

I « BinVanan,Tfc*f^JR4fow^
(Exhibit 9)

I Tied Thompioa nyi he's m no hurry to decide whether to run tot president, even as his
potential opponents traverse the coiintryrunngmillioasmcimpiign money n

Asked about g**atit^ a catastrophic rand to buffet ptupeily ovoen norn rtsrog mi
costs, Ifeompson said, That's Florida's issue' He said he hasn't looked into it, but rrns^it if he

i Associated Press, May 23,2007 (Exhibit
10)

"Numerous signs point to a Thompson candidacy and a summertime announcement is widely
f ipf< lr<1, although people close to htm candon that he has not made a final decision about

• Matt Wilson, r,M«tfrfm^^>-73*10^
• 25,2007 (Exhibit 11)

^MadiQinulo^aspolsesmanrbrMc Thompson, said the former senator and actor is
• îiMAiftaiy fl̂ tî ftii fer thg artpporfr* fanm • g*n«p tJMfl̂ Ag hmi ̂ litli Vi« pnumpm^ no

no contact'

I ""It certainly gives him mote to think about when he *•*"*• his final considerations, he said
But Mr ConOo said them am sevenlodierfKtaa

• ""He has to make sate that the man meets the times,' he said"

| • Ho%Btiley,T^J'V^/^JRWrn^NewsweekfM«y28>2007fttlO (Exhibit 12)

"Mark CoaDo, a spokesman, says Thompson *just hasn't had the heart to seU her [his red
• pickup tnxij Idon'tlnuvifthetcackwinbeiesiarecteo^
• Thompson has made no decision about 2008"

7]l«ŝ ^
avadabk at http //www cnn com/2007/POLITICS/05/30/thomp«« 2008/mdez html
(Exhibit 13)

•"He n entering the "testing the waters' phase,' said one of the sources dose to Thompson It
.• slk>wsb^ senator to go out and gauge support M

i
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•

I« Sictoa, JFWTJs^iiwjiiiiwaB^^
2007 (Exhibit 14)

_ ^^
• l

spokesman "Stay toned **

I "Officials cautioned that Thompson hat made no final decision "

Bbcr «0tf ĵ  IsjHwW r̂fAtaW
(Exhibit 15)

"Despite the movement, officials cautioned tiiat Thompson has ma& no filial
whether to tun or when and when to get in the ace shouM he deade to go forward"

31,2007 (Exhibit 16)

rm
 Mbanocfaetdevdopiiient on Wednesday, Mi Thompson atked to be celeased from his role on

• Taw &Oide^ on NBC, the Assooated Press repotted The show's executive ptoducet, Dick
WoH; said Mt Tbompaon had told him that he %as not made a fizmdecisxxi about htt political

I
nttufe but Chat he ww conccfued about uie cnattve and achedulingoonstQuntioinie
upcoming season"*

I
'Ttcd Thompson n domg eveiytmng he ho to do to gauge support to oame to a final deoaion
tn £ tunelv **fi*i*+r* fatd Matk ̂ -"Tii!̂  who has been •*•*"*£ as his

I * Tfi Silk*!*.
Press, June 3, 2007 (Exhibit 17)

I
final decision on it Bm obviously we'iethmkmgpxettysenously about ^

he [ThomtMOn] Said 'Rygtylmtly ̂ ho !M« an n^yo>liiiitty tn% malt* ««f»n • •mall Aflfet^Migft m

QIC course 01 the diitirtion of the country has got to look at that very seriously

I ^We wiU be talking to a lot of people, well be nising some m
staff tn otder to teach out to some more people and test the level of support we have,'

« Thompson said 'SoweHieeahtdebttktKoawhenswego"'

wflfcj»r>^
a| 2007, at IB (Exhibit 18)

"TTua is the bod of stellar team Senator lliompson u attracting u he continues to move

I finrwMd m ht« ̂ Ignemmiatu^^ Tlw^ip^n •p^fc^Mff<m Mnrir CfMino sand It means Senator
llx)inpsonwinbereac^,shouklhedeafletorut^andw^
successrul when it's time to go to the

i
i
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ted P» (Exhibit 19)

"More duo 200 supporters gatheced etrher Tuesday at the NashviDe airport to greet
Ttanpfton He told die crowd he'i •testing the wtten* about t run n

Stmte& Local Wire, July 6, 2007 (Exhibit 20)

•M

P

1

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

been retaining staff; opening a headqua^
potential White House contender But he h« not said definitively that he's a omdidate for
nfeudent"

Tfepuv BtjBv Tw+Dy Smtl^FM*RM^Tr9T*^CwKcw*Scrm,WUt2W
(Exhibit 21)

"We ate ma 'testing the water1 phase,'Linda Roactt, die cogairninicatinns dttector fot Fnends
of Fred Thompson, told Hie Times It woukl not be aoauate to compare a candidate to a

m^AMrMJMk;St Louis Poft-Dnpttch (Misioun), August 22, 2007
(Exhibit 22)

to be retching tretoht^

""I **g%n*iTnt to be g**xfi*^ that strangers would show up v*& contribute what I
consider to be kige amounts of money for someone who is testing the waters for
president, who they've never met,' Thompson said "

MOM of fjjg fi™»gn«ng y f̂c^M^na «t«t̂  ̂ y gMin imply thafr SeMtnr Tliofnp«n« WM * eanAAte feg

President or had even decided to become a presidential candidate Rather, the statements repeatedly
made dear that Senator Hiompson wished to gauge the potential sdcngm of any candidacy and

i a MiiiBiti^f of personal and professional <*"*mu îr**tmit before making any
on whether to becotne a candidate Theaeatepreaielythekinc^c^activinesandconaiderat^^

Complainant rehes heavily on MUR 5365 (Rev AI Sharpton for President Exploratory Committee), m
which the Commission found that Mr Shaipton and us presidential cc«amittee viokted the testing the
waters pEOvmons However, MUR 5365 is readably distinguishable from die current matter In MUR
5365, me Commission emphaswd mat Mr Sharpton had written a book m which the first chapter was
tided, "Mr President" Pint General Counsel's Report at 5 Moreover, Mr Sharpton repeatedly
referred to himself u a candidate m the boc&,i^^ "I am running for
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^

Piesiflto to finalfr put ote issues cnnciff^
Id Mr Sharpton's

I
I

statements m MUR 5365 directtycontravoied'llCFR J10072(b)(3X

I
while testing the waters from "making) or authonz[mg) written or oral statements that refer to him or
her as a candidate for a p«2ncular office w Mr Sharpton's statements in MUR 5365 bear no
fttcmblaoce to dMstatrimmrs made by Senator Thoi^^

aaj testing me waters penod

In MUR 5251 Qc« Rogers), another eiifbrcefnentac&onffivo^

J regulations, statements made by the potential candidate during te testing die wau^
indicated that the potential candidate had deckU to run tor Congnss Mr Rogers declared on
numerous occaaions that he was a otodidatefior Congress m 2002, mc^ "I
want to be your Cnfigfifiiman and need your help to win die seat " First General Counsel s Report at
4 Furnicmiore, a fimdraismg letter signed by Mr Rogers stated *fT|hank you m advance for your
help m this new campaign Wtthyour support I look forward to serving you m the next United States

mMl I0072(b)(3)
•vOCBIlavC a«6 G9ŝ Dw6Ms»F flflisl CGOCaVBBsMHF CBBBCEBsM uO lUflQflUC 4Ut ft CaUlî llluftuC fl̂ ls« UifllCsUBsM UlsK UliC

ninnmg for federal office Therefore, the General Counsel found reason ID beheve that Rogers
vioktied DM testmg the watea provisions, but i^^
action agamst the respondents As with MUR 5365, die statements made m MUR 5251 bear no
n^rmblajTce to the statements made by SenatpcThc<nps^
Aaiav^HlaV s4^sv wMfaWV v%ss)0W%av

None of die statements at issue m the present matter ever indicated that Senator laompson was a
candidatribr the Presidency or that Senator Thoinpson had roade a decision on whed^ to become a
presidential candidate Acnoidnujy, the Commission should find no reason to believe that

violated 11 CFR $10072(b)(3)

For the foregoing reasons, the Commission shoukl rmd there is no reason to befaeve that the
Respondents violated die Act, and this natter shouM be dismissed

Flinch



By JACKSON BAKER
JACKSON BAK>R
Former TnmessiT senator and actor Fred Thotnptan, who h«ipcm ha time tincc leaving the US
Senate in 2002 u a principal on NBC-TV*tI^Brj^(^^tmaybetcandtrfarrfbrpiegidciitm2008
Tm giving tome thought to it I'm going to letve die door open," Thompson told hostChtu
Wallace on Fax Now Study, thcteby oonfiamng a spate of recent nunots on various weblogs
Republican Thompson, 11964 graduate of the University of Memphis, tdmowledged mat h» friend
fluu DBfiflDOf AlO^WCQ J9flJDQ!L ftflOtttt lOQDCsT XCflDCttCC BCtHftOlf nflO 860011817 DCOflBOwBQ SUCD fll

candidacy on me gtounditfaat no accepttbleconieiv»Uvew«» so fitr in the running
Quoting Adhi Steveosoo, a DemooBdc candidafem 1952 and 1956, Thompson said the pandoncal
tssk of a candidate was to do what; s ncceisiiy to bccotne president and sna dcscivc ID ft

I
I

Memphis Flyer, Online
• Fred Thompson: "Door Open" for
| Presidential Bid

J
G

1
i
on

i
immigration law He abo said President Bush's surge pohcjr in Iraq should be given a chance to

•

work
Thompson opmed that he would safely be able to wait as late M summer before deodmg on the
matter of a presidential run

I Date created 03/11/2007
URL £br thai story http //www mcnmhiaflier ccmi^jnfflm|u«/Coatcntf '̂̂ =255Pl
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In answer to Wallace's questions, Thompson said he was pto-hfe, "toleant̂  of gays but opposed to
gay mamage, and-gun oontnl but suppoc
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March 12,2007 Monday

" SECTION: NATION. A04

I LENGTH: 527 words

a HEADLINE: Actor Thompson ponders D8 run,
Former OOP senator backed as true conservative1

0
C^ BYLINE: By EncPfeiffer, THE WASHINGTON TIMES

« BODY:

' Fred Thompson has played the president in the movies, and the ex-senator now says he is
SL "leaving the door open" on a real run for the White House in 2008

The Tennessee Republican Hid he has been encouzaged to run by some of his former colleagues,

I who cite the lack of a "true conservative11 among the top tier of candidates already on the
campaign trail

I Ttfc not really a reflection on the current field at all," he said dunng an appearance on "Fox
News Sunday"yesteiday, discussing his potential bid "As you know, some of them are very
good friends of mine Fm going to wait uid see how it pans out, see how they do, how it

• develops"

Mr Thompson, M,smd he was pondering a nm after fonnerSen^
• Baker and other Tennessee Republicans began drammm^

"It wiU be interesting to me as I hsten to people and learn aid

•
the reaction, and the poll numbers and so form, as ID whether or not my instinct on that is ngfrt,"
he said

I Mr Thompson, who has maintained a role on the popular NBC 1^
since leaving me Senate in 2003, explained his position on a number of issues important to the
Republican base, including abortion, gun control, immigration and the war in Iraq

• On Iraq, Mr TlxmiDson said as preuofemhu strategy would
Bush "I would do essentiaUy what the president's doing I know it's not popular nght now, but I

• think we have to took down the road and consider the consequences of where we are"

The only issue discussed where Mr Thompson broke from the views of the conservative base

i



I
campaign-finance refonn As a senator, he voted for the McCain-Feingold campaign-finance

icfoi'in Ignrifltiotij which becanic law

I "WcVe got a situation where people could give pohticians huge sums of money, which is the
softHnoney situation at that time, and men conw

I pass legislation for them,1* he said "So that1 snot a nonconservative position, although I agree
that a lot of people have interpreted it that way"

I Aside from his acting career, Mr Thompson has remained involved m politics since leaving
Washington He recently served as a member of the Libby Legal Defense Trust steering
committee, helping to raise money for former White House aide I Lewis "Scooter" LibbyJr's
legal team

Td fort row," he said when asked if the presidertsto Libby, who was found
guilty on four counts last week of lying to investigators in the Valene Plame CIA-leak case
"This is a trad that never would have been brought in any other part of the world This is a
miscarriage of justice "«™^
Mr Thompson said he has roturietable for dMidm^

\i

I "I want to see how my colleagues who are on the campaign tml do now, what they say v what
they emphasize, what they're addressing, and how successfol they are m doing that, and whether
or not they can cany the ball in next November, and mainry whether or not they can reach the

• Amencan people, inspire the American people to do the teethings that we're going to need to
• do"

8 GRAPHIC: Former Sen FMTIionnison.whohashfdaioleonlV
• leavmg Washington m 2003, siipports Presto^ Btish's strategy [Photo by

Getty Images]

i
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Professor Says Summer May Be Too Late For Thompson To Launch Bid The Frontrunner March
14, 2007 Wednesday

Copyright 2007 Bulletin News Network, Inc
inc riuuij

March 14, 2007 Wednesday

SECTION: NATIONAL CAMPAIGN NEWS

LENGTH: 405 words

HEADLINE: Professor Says Summer May Be Too Late For Thompson To Launch Bid

BODY:

The Knoxville News Sendnel (3/14, Powelson) reports that ex-Tennessee Sen Fred Thompson
(R)"has said he may not decide whether to run ibrpresiderit until slimmer But that could be loo
late to win, a University of Tennessee professor says

By summer, most of the campaign organizers and big-money people could be comniitted to other
candidate said Michael Gar^ a pohucal science profess
polling research 'Anybody [who] tries to get in seven mourns before the primaries and caucuses
begin-rrs just absurd,'Gant said m an interview 'Mostoftheomarwgnorgajuzers.mostofthe
money is toed up All the activists, the party people everybody you need to get out the vote are
nailed down'"But Thompson, TN2 Rep John! Duncan Jr (R) and ex-Senate Majonty Leader
HowardBakerJr (R)"have said they don't believe he would start too late Thompson has
somewhat of a national following from eigjtt yean rn me Semtte through 2002, from h^
role on the NBC hit drama TJTW ft Order* and from ro4esm abort 20 tag-screen movies"
Duncan "said it is not too latff frflCTHnc developments on TV •nd in die mass "M^m 'can move
very, very quickly There are big-money people all over the country and if they see some flat
movement toward somebody, they will move fast themselves It seems to me he'd have a fairly
good chance because all of the omen have problems of some sort or another'"

Thompson Helping Raise Cash For Ubby Defense Fund

US News ft World Report 0/13, BedardO reported on its website, "In a mov^
not worried that baclong convicted perjurer U^
chances, former Sen Fred Tnonmson u planning to host several fundraisers to hdp the former
Cheney aide pay his legal fees mfl^ allies of Thoiripson are tryiiig to bniigattm
LawandOrteadoi/polmcian'smovea^
he sticks with friends no matter what the political outcome 'Give Fred piops on the pardon
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advocacy,1 says one pal 'And he'« raising money for the www gcooteriibbv com defense find1

I
Thompson, working with GOP operative Mary Matalin, has helped nuieS4 million for the fund

I so fir, and a defense fund organizer" on Tuesday "md that the duo is looking to hold more
fundraisers in the spnng for Libby1* conviction appeal, the dates are sfcU being worked out"

i
i
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Exhibit 4

Wall Street Journal com Opinion Journal

THE WEEKEND INTERVIEW

Lights, Camera... Candidacy?
Fred Thompson is shaking up the GOP presidential ndd And he's not even running yet

BY JOHN RIND
Saturday, March 17.20071201am

NEW YORK-"Expect her to recount every moment of her ordeal," the savvy district attorney
mused to his deputy "There wont be a dry eye in the jury "
That's a take'" says a director of the hit NBC series "Law and Order" With that, Fred
Thompson, the former U S senator from Tennessee who has played "strict construcbonist"
prosecutor Arthur Branch for the past four years, walks back with me to his dressing room
to talk about a new role he might soon be undertaking surprise Republican presidential
candidate
It is a sligtitly surreal setting to be talking big-league politics But not unprecedented In
1965, Ronald Reagan held early strategy meetings on his nascent race for governor of
California on the set of "Death Valley Days " In 2003, Arnold Schwarzenegger stepped off a
plane from a world-wide publicity tour for his last "Terminator" film and immediately
huddled with advisers on his own campaign for governor Both men effectively used their
celebrity status to completely Uansform the races they entered
So too may Fred Thompson When we meet on Thursday night, ifs only bean four days
since he appeared on Fox News to merely announce he was "looking at" running Chuck
Todd, the political director of NBC News, notes in amazement how "a retired senator can
show a tony bit of interest and literally shake up the race overnight"
And he is shaking up the race. Every GOP candidate is nervously watching the reaction to
his possible entry J C Watts, an Oklahoma congressman from 1995 to 2003, has endorsed
him "I define Fred Thompson as AC, whafsAC? All class"
Fan Mogs for "Law and Order* note that since the show is especially popular among women,
a Thompson race could help dose the OOP's "gender gap" The most pithy comment is from
Craig Hammond, a former mayor of BluefleU, W.Va He told the BlueneU News "He's the
tell timber we've been waiting for He's the total package He can hold the red states and
pick up a few blue ones along the way "

But Mr Thompson appears serene about all the speculation swirling around him "Those
running are all good guys, and would be good presidents," he says leaning bade in a
redmer "But there are truly vital issues-from the looming entitlement crisis to nudear
proliferation--!̂  not afraid to talk about Lots of people have such a low regard for
politicians that they're open to a campaign that would be completely different"
So how would a possible Thompson campaign be distinctive* "Politics B now one big 24-
hour news cycle, but we seem to spend less tame than ever on real substance," he muses
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"What if someone harnessed the Internet and other technologies and insisted in talking
about real issues in more depth than consultants would advise? What if they took risks with
their race in hopes that the risks to our children could be reduced through building a
mandate for good policy9"
Children are a lot on Mr Thompson's mind-especially his own In 2002 he lost his daughter
after she failed to come out of a drug-overdose-induced coma Already frustrated with the
Senate's endless maneuvering over minutiae, he decided to retire at age 60 only two
months later and change his life In June of that year he married his second wife, Jen (his
first marriage at age 17 ended amicably in divorce in 1985). In 2003 they had their first
child (a second was bom last November)
•Within the space of a year and a half, I experienced the ultimate tragedy and the ultimate
happiness," Mr Thompson sighs "I count my blessings, and I have a real focused sense of
purpose now"
That brings us to some of the knocks critics have about his possible parachute drop into the
"Survivor 2008" competition Bluntly put, Fred Thompson had a reputation for being lazy in
wanting to do the political chores that come with office People openly question if he has
"the fire in the belly" to really make a senous race.
They used to say I moved slowly," he chuckles "But I move deliberately I won every one
of my races by more than 20 points in a state Clinton earned twice "
But what about his well-known reputation far dating up a storm as a bachelor senator in
Washington m the 1990s? "I plead guilty," he says "But everyone I knew is stall a friend,
and if somehow they arent I guess we'd hear about it Fm happy with my lire partner and
children now

On issues, he addresses head-on the major complaints conservatives have about his record
He was largely stymied in his 1997 investigation of both Clinton-Gore and GOP campaign
fund-raising abuses* Key witnesses declined to testify or fled the country, though evidence
eventually surfsced of a Chinese plan to influence US politics He wont argue with those
who say he showed "naivete" about how he would be stonewalled in his investigation He
says he's wiser now
Many on the right remain angry he supported the campaign finance law sponsored by his
friend John McCain "There are problems with people giving politicians large sums of money
and then asking them to pass legislation," Mr Thompson says Still, he notes he proposed
the amendment to raise the $1,000 per person "hard money" federal contnbution limit
Conceding that McCain-FeingokJ hasn't worked as intended, and is being riddled with new
loopholes, he throws his hands open in exasperation Tm not prepared to go there yet, but
I wonder if we shouldn't just take off the limits and have full disclosure with harsh penalties
for not reporting everything on the Internet immediately "
Mr Thompson has also been criticized for failing to bade some comprehensive tort-reform
bills because of his background as a tnal lawyer Hera he insists his stance was based on
grounds of federalism Tm consistent. I address Federalist Society meetings," he says,
noting that more issues should be left to the states For example, he cast the lonely "nay" in
99-1 votes against a national 0 8% blood alcohol level for drivers, a federal law banning
guns in schools, and a measure limiting the tort liability of Good Samaritans "Washington
overreaches, and by doing so ends up not doing well the basics people really care about"
Think Katnna and Walter Reed
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Indeed, the federal government's inability to function effectively would likely be a major
theme of any Thompson campaign "Audits have shown we've lost control of the waste and
mismanagement in our most important agencies It's getting so bad its affecting our
national security"

Mr Thompson says that while a senator he was long concerned with U S intelligence
failures "The CIA has better politicians than it has spies,• he says, referring to the
internecine turf ware that have been a feature of the Bush administration
A key problem, Mr Thompson notes, is a general lack of accountability in government,
where no one pays any once for failure When asked about President Bush's awarding the
Medal of Freedom to outgoing CIA Director George Tenet after U S intelligence failures in
Iraq became apparent, he shakes his head "I just didnt understand that"
The next president, according to Mr Thompson, needs to exerase strong leadership "and
get down in the weeds and fix a cavil-service system that makes it too hard to hire good
employees and too hard to Are bad ones" He doesn't offer specifics on what to do, but
notes the "insanity" of the new Congress pushing for the unionization of homeland security
employees only five years after it rejected the notion in the wake of 9/11 "Should we tie
ourselves up in bureaucratic knots with the challenges we may have to face?" he asks in

The challenges, he says, are numerous On Iraq, he admits "we are left with nothing but
bad choices " However, he says the "worst choice" would be to have Osama bin Laden
proven right when he predicted America wouldn't have the stomach for a tough fight The
costs of Iraq have been high, but they could be even higher "if we have another stem on
America like that infamous scene from Saigon 1975 in which our helicopters took off leaving
those who supported us grabbing at the landing skids"
Mr Thompson B especially worried about nuclear proliferation He serves as chairman of
the International Security Advisory Board, along with former Clinton CIA Director Jim
Wootaey and former Democratic Sen Chuck Robb The board recently received an
unclassified bneflng that convinced him three or four countries in the Middle East are "on
the cusp" of acquiring nuclear weapons should the Iranians carry through with their own
weapons program
He urges continued pressure on Iran, which he says has grave domestic problems "Iran
may fall of its own weight, and we can help that by offering vocal support to dissident
groups and making effective use of the airwaves to reach its people"
On domestic issues, Mr. Thompson says a major reason Republicans lost last November was
that they aided and abetted runaway government spending. Yet Democrats, he contends,
are incapable of following through on their pledges to be fiscally prudent Their political
coalition needs more revenue like a car requires gasoline," he laughs "Reagan showed what
can be done if you have the will to push for tough choices end the ability to ask the people
to accept them"
But Mr Thompson says those tough choices shouldn't include the tax increases
contemplated in the new budget released by Senate Democrats this week "The phony static
accounting the government uses has obscured just how successful the 2003 tax cuts have
been in boosting the economy," he says "Lower marginal tax rates have proven to be a key
to prosperity now by Kennedy, Reagan and Bush It's time millionaires serving in the Senate
learned not to overly tax other people trying to get wealthy "
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I note that despite his humble background as the grandson of a sharecropper and son of a
used-car salesman, Mr Thompson himself is now quite wealthy So how would he campaign
against Democratic millionaires he used to serve in the Senate with, such as Hillary Clinton
or John Edwards? He smiles and says he has plenty of angers and points he would make
but ifs premature to discuss them
Mr Thompson says he can compete with Democrats in talking plainly about the anxiety
many Americans have about the economy, despite good macro numbers "Someone who is
18 today may well have 10 employers in their career/ he says That's completely different
from how their parents lived I would address that insecurity and help people adapt without
shooting ourselves in the foot with protectionism and income redistribution I had 10
employers before I finished law school "

Fred Thompson clearly hasnt decided whether to run for president, and he underestimates
just how much the traditional fund-raising he disdains may be necessary for his long-shot
campaign. But he has assets that add up to an impressive portfolio
As Republican counsel in the Watergate hearings, he began building a reputation as a
straight-shooter It was he who asked the question that forced a White House deputy to
admit that Richard Nixon had secretly recorded his Oval Office conversations.
Later in the 1970s he played a key rota in exposing a Tennessee cash-fbr-pardons scandal,
his acting career began when he won the part of playing himself in the 1985 movie version
of the story. Today, his national exposure n greater than ever with a dozen of his movies
playing as TV repeats All of this month he is substituting for radio legend Paul Harvey,
whose show is heard on more than 1,200 stations.
Indeed, it is his need to wake up at 5 a m. the next morning, so he can tape three Harvey
segments before returning to the "Law and Order" set for a long day of shooting, that
promote Mr Thompson to dose out our chat "With my current schedule I might have more
time to myself if I gave all this up and did start a campaign," he says as he dons a sports
coat and heads for his car
So many voters remain unsold on any of the current GOP contenders that Mr Thompson
just might trade his TV sound stage for a campaign microphone As this is the first truly
open Republican nomination fight in decades, the party might as well revel in the
competition it claims to cherish in other parts of life
Mr Fund is* columnist for OpinfonJoumtl com

Copyright O2O07 Dow Jonm A Comp*iytlnc Al Rights >
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Is Fred Thompson about ready to by down the "Law and Order*

Q| WASHINGTON — Fred Thc*mwc4i's surprising tfarcVp^
G GtlhmPon IB certunly a reflection of nn^^
GB candidates But tt also provxksins^tmto the shov-bizrequr^
\M nndHfatr

i
Thompson, who has oscillated between die political and entertainment cultugefipc 35 yeats,
petsoiUiitt that CRMS^iucutal appeal mote than any Republican now in the find Simply put,
Atnrnrsnshkeahto^rodcstsxmtheirptrstrirnmlcanA^ (See Barack Obama)

The question « whether a few polls and some Internet buzz is enough to entice a 64-year-old man
with two children under age four and a sixxessful career c«NBCsL«v«WOn^ series to jump into

• ^l^n^^n^tff^^tow^^^a^^

• probabty could watt until summer to deode, espfnslly if some of the GOP front-runners continue
' to shde Sen John McCain, R-Am, continues to do reasonably well m polls but said recendy he got
_ akrestsrtontundraismg Transhtton His first-quarter 2007 numbers rmgfrt not be so good
• Former Massachusetts Gov Mitt Ronmeyshppcxl to jiist 3% m the recent USA TOD AY poll

Ft)om-runnerRndyGnihamcc<itmuestokadmGOPD

I
month m that poll that mchided Tliompson, and Gniham continues to rra cpiestions about his
•nppmrfr of «hofHft« «g>*«« gpy ftjfttm atwi ym ^««*r%l TTî t̂ p .̂1 ^ !?•"*•• <*f • "««^ •«•• pWy^

virtually every kmd of government authority figiirc, rrom FBI directa

i mones He playB • hw-and-ordcr fflttnirt attorney on ̂ aw and Order Before *tf*n£ elected
to the US Senate fibomTrrniriire m 1994, he was a Republican lawyer on the Watergate <
and then went mto acting He is weOthcAi^t of u a moveinem conservative, mough his support or^

I campaign finance reform putt him at cross purposes with ng^-^wingscttvutofy |
like the restrictions on third-party sdvertMngmfiederalouiiPaigns ;

I Evangehst James Dobson, who hat taken it upon himself to paujudgnienton a number of GOP
waimabes, told US News and Wodd Report recentty he didn't thin^ i
Thompson's spokrsmsn Mark Corallo disputed that, saymg he was a member of the Church of •

i
i
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I Conflo told Gannett Neva Service that the USA TOD A Y-Gallup Poll, which showed Thonipson at

12%, caught the ex-Tennessee senator's mention

I "He Mid rfi just one more dung to dunk about," ConDo told GNS "There's no doubt it caught his
eye No doubt it caught all of our eyes I wu bowled over"

I The poll, which wu taken Much 23-25, mdtated that a krt of Thompson's support was coming
from Gmham and Romney McCam's support wutoug^ equal to w^t it had been ma poll die

I first week of March, going up from 20% to 22% But Gmham dropped 13 points, to 31%, and
Romney dropped 5 to just 3% Romney nsks becoming this cycle's Lamar Alnrsndrr — anex-
govemor with an imptesatve zenime, polished public styk and tobiist meda, but a candidate who
ultimately finis to catch on

Hoddmg Carter in, who advised Jimmy Outer in the 1976 campaign and is an expert on Southern

have to spend months, even yean, building

•Thg mrW i« nnnhmtm malting mo^Mia mnA »>Ui>i«in«i •

backgrourki on several gtoundX" Hod^mg (ktter sari "He has about two lull generations of name
recognition among people who are m the (^ohttcaQ boanew, fiat u Watc^te mmooty co
then as Republican activist And men as movie and television star "

I Carter continued "I think if menu any kind rfgodkxkm the sen^
GOPtttttnacj),ft]otofpeopkaiegQingtDbe]oota And he is more likely
the breakout fellow, a htde mote like the guy McCain was kst mne (in 2000)n

IsTliompsongomgtDiun^i
I ^ysenscisheissenouslyconsidrnngit Noomecwaytoputit,"Cocallosaid Here's another sign

D^ Thompson is on me move His wife Jen, a fiotmer GOP PR operative, has been dusting offhet
old political reporter contacts hst

i
i
i
i
i
i
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• Thompson's pre-decuum tour continues The Tennessean (Nashville, Tennessee) Apnl 18,2007
Wednesday

I Copyright;
All Rights Reserved

• TheTennessei

_ Apnl 18,2007 W(
m PRINT Edition
o
<]| SECTION: NEWS, Pg 3A

^ LENGTH: 376 words

q| HEADLINE: Thompson's pre-o>cision tour continues
<7'

com

BODY:•
Teanessean Washington Bureau

I {}WASHINGTON fendash, When actor and former Sen Fred Thompson first said in a
television interview March 11 that he was "giving some tibouglit" to ninning for inesident, it

• sounded almost casual

Since then, however, Thompson and his suppoftenhavecx)ndiictedaniethodicalpre-cam

I g^T^flF1, ^*iefc MmtitHiMi today until a tnp to f^piftftl Hill *A niMt with Bapihlusan Hmiae
members who are interested in his potential candidacy

•
Rep ZachWamp,R-Tenn .one of those pushing a ThcHmisonnin, arranged for the meeting at
the National Republican Club of Capitol Hill

I He Mid 60 Republicans expressed interest in meeting lliompson, and he expects at least 40 will
attend

• {}ConservativesfiGrvorhim

.. "Tnc people that are most motivated and excited are the conservatives," Wamp said The top two
| armounced OOP candidates, focmer New York Mayor Rudolph Oiuham and Arizona Sen John

McCain, are not fevored by conservatives because of then* views on social issues

i
i



I

1

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I "They are looking it the current field and saying, *No one here exates me, and Fred Thompson
excites me,' "Wamp said "They ilw think he may transcend the party /wta

• CTtlM •tMftt •IK^pffiHff 'tff fH •""•* TVjHin-jala, lie Mid

Thompson "wants to nuke sure he has heinifix>masmanypeopteasheamNbefixeniakiiiga
• decision, sud his spokesman Mark Condlo

"He warrts to talk about the future of the party an^
fl movement,11 ConUo said

Wampdismisses those who say Thoinpson is wutmg too long to get into me president "I

P think the campaign started too early People are not only gomg to be Died of politics, they are
going to be tired of these people (the other candidates)," he said

{}He uses media skills

*. That Thompson is using me media skills and strategy mastered dimng his political and
9 antMtmtmifHf gpMfff am fflflffly frg Mffn in ifaff WPek? •*"* fcg *»yi f>na Waltoee nn Pmc TMew«
P mat he was "going to leave the door open" to a run
M

I Thompson's name began appearing m political gossm columns, and most major newspapers have
wntten stones about mm

I Thompson again went on Fox last week, to announce that he had been diagnosed with cancer in
2004
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F Thotnpson muDing
By Mike Allen
May 1,2007 06 58 AM EST

Admen to Fred Thompson hive begun exploring • tuigcofstmffingopcioiu-iiidudii^tilkiiigto
potential «^t«pig^ mantgrrs - as the actor and focmet Tennessee Moator fimia up ha plans to

to

Thompson h« not made a final deanM but MM
June oc July, rat advisers say Thompaon hat aheady been poIL^ better than some of the
annoonoed GOP candidates, and hit entcy would shake up a field that has left many Republican
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^*t 106 ^^flOtiDOsft fUU ^rflUD 8C8sttOOa flDO8t O& iD6 Ov fJLOUBC flftEflADGCB JflOOlOBBQ X^BOflDDIOsA VO COO*
•hhoMgh mnm* ***** mf*** tn* MM! «t«p«iyi« Duong the discussion about his past, Thompson said

Thompaon abo haa began mocuhnng himself against potential attacka from nvala Duong a
queadon-and-anawet seaaion with House members on April 18, Thompson was atked about his
colorful dating history from 1985 to 2002, while he was divorced

answetmg out ntdea' favonte questions

"I was single £br a long time, and, yep, I chased a lot of women," Tliompson tephed, chucldin^
acflntnio to an attendee who took notea And a lot of women cfaaafld me And those that phased

Tfceiemukdtcw taster fam men ifldg^ Said Mack
Cotsflo, a spokffaman for Thompson, when asked about his boss's alleged comments "Fndwentup
to the HiU to have a seoous and open discussion He answeted every question, including the

ones Ilie folks ^int hftaffd his answen wefe tDuched by th**** I don't jfc«A my of H*^
ai^fiff of Confltesa oc tfc^ Ameocan people aze *****+•**£ about the ̂ ^"g ^*bf** of a stnaie

I lovmg^ about his "partner fibt life," ms wife, Jen, and theu two sroall children
Thompson said htt operatives had run across other carimaigns cVxng opposmon research C4i h^

dhfe "I guess they thought they were going to deter me, and you can see what kind of eftect
H ths* s had, he said, according to the attendee who took notes

Thompson, his wife and advisers 10 Washington and Tennessee also an drawing up plans £or a new

•
style of campaign that would rely heavily on trchnokigy and ha cdebnty status to avoid gome of die
slogging through the snow m Iowa and New Hamruhiie that tt normally required of White House

• The advisers say Thornpson, who plays DtttnctAttOd^
M tf if irrtlin^ waya to nmm tgrhnolngy - m^liKlmg tl^ W^K «J~u^nfi»i»«%». m«A

I
I
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I to harness the enthusiasm for his candidacy ainong grass-roots bloggers and activists The campaign

also would cdy on large events, such at mow bta have m part supplanted country-store

I ^MA^^B^K^M^^aBM^*4ta SMKM Mdb^^B^ MMM A^B^ T^^^MHK4*4M^HAfl4k SM Î̂ Si
Cs^^^^sOM^s^DUJî ik Hm. vdulC JUM ̂ ^96 ^^dUUCEKdw OCHU

"WeU-kiiown caixhdates can do things a ht^ "You show up,
• you re accessible, but you don t have to go to every county seat several times

Oqgmafly.tfacideaofasUB-rtittcMnpiy

I phantom rsndiriscy a arrriffstmg "The questton is Can he do it the way he wants to do it?" said
another peaon hewing plan the potential campaign "Wim each passuig day, he realizes that the
answer is yes"

When asked by the Weekly Standard about his Social Secunry plan, Thc«m)son gave the teasing
response "Ffl roll that out at the appropriate tune " This month, HBO is putting stgnifirsnt
promooon doDars behind "Bury My Heart at Woiinded Knee," which features Thompson as
President Ulysses Grant, complete with Oval Office scenes Thompson wms a new straw poll just
about every weekend and has a heavy spongspesJong schedule

Tliompson disclosed seveial weeks ago that he suffers from lyinphoma, after kffping it secret tot
three years His doctor said Thompson is in:

Thompson is even mapping out an issues menu heavy on national security, inchiding restraining
nuclear proliferation H» ̂ U"• •" «^ •**•» ̂ "g s?««i s^^«ty «tiH K/^ii^t» fa* dm K»Ky homti».t«
ii a more urgent problem than global warming slid he plam to speak rrankly about the need for
sacrifice in order to fix th

| On Friday, hell have hupoh&cdccaamgott
Lincoln Chib of Orange County, Calif , a bcolnngm the heart of Resj^coiintrydrt

• presidential aspirants sought aggressively

So just how practical u a low-impact presulenttalam^a^^ThomrMon's floundering

I Senate in Teonesjee took off after he got hit ted psckBp track, and now he wants to bang A miihr
dash of showmanship to the *08 race "BecaiiseofhisnamelD.hedoesn'thavetogodinertodiner
mifA rliyfiyli to church," mm1^ one advuri

• On me day Thompson revealed he has cancer, he hmtedatanunc«thodozblneprintwhenhesaid
that he thinks it's possible to jom the field without abandoning fan family

• "Hning on Ag MM! fer mofitti« mt « fim^ mnJ fa» mil p^ofw^l p.i«pr̂ >. |.̂ » ̂ K^Vt^g [m] ̂ r^y /^i^

mawhile,Iwcnildnltc^that,"hetokiF6^sNedCavuto "I don't dunk it has to be done mat way I
• know pec^wm expect that of everycw- to nmmaien^ And I don1 too
0 frenetic very well "
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I Interview With Fred Thompson Fox News Network May 1,2007 Tuesday

I Copyright 2007 Fox News Network, LLC
Fox News Network

| SHOW:FOXHANNTTYAC0900PMEST

May 1,2007 Tuesday

TRANSCRIPT: OSOlOlcb 253

SECTION: NEWS, Domestic
•j>^_
jfl LENGTH: 2669 words
™
\\ HEADLINE: Interview With Fred Thompson

' BYLINE: Sean Hanmty, Alan Colmes

• GUESTS: Fred Thompson

m BODY:

_ SEAN HANNTTY, CO-HOST Andwekorrietol>HaimityftC^knes"Thankyourb^
I us I'm Sean Hanmty

I Coming up taught, fte president vetoes tte Dick Moms will be
here with analysis

I ALAN COLMES, CO-HOST And then you heard Imus'prodiicercaUAlShaiTMon a terrorist
light here on "Hanmty ft Colmes " Tonight, Al Sharpton is here to respond, and it's going to get
veryhvely

| HANNTTY First, our top story tomg^it His poUing numbers are impressive He has become one
of the moat talked-about conservatives in the reoe for tiieWrute House in'08, and he hasn't even

I mmounoed he's running Now, a short tune ago, I spoke exclusively with forrner Senator Fred
Thompson about his potential run for the White House

• (BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

HANNTTY Here's the headhne today in one of the newspapers "Opponents Want Dirt oni
i
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HANNITY Does it worry y<m to seethe presidency uixier such fw^ In otto wmds,te
country's so divided, tint the president is cilledtU these names on a regular batis^rve got to
think, you taow,coiisidenng you want ta
head that you - you know, with that job, coma a lotofscnibnyandalotofcrmcismandcould
be a pretty lonely position up there

THOMPSON Well, sure, sure But it natiiraUy is muw back of your heao\bm that's w
oughttokeepit I mean, if thaft you primary mou^
sleep every single night, then you ought to find another hne of work because if snot going to
come with that

But contrast that to what we're talking about here Contrast that wnliawor^KMtunity to do
somethmg about it here, and to start afresh, and to be able to go to the American people and say,
•Ixxil^weVemadiflbnnttamenow Wete ma different era WeYeiaced with things we've
never been fined with before, but we cm do the tilings u^ we've always done rjetbre in tunes of
crisis and come out of this one, too*

But we've got to do things better WeVe got to be rnore honest with ourselves about our
mistakes, and then well hitch up our bntches and do what weVearways done, and that

Youlmow>wewontiieCoUWarwi& Thafstheway
we're going to have to operate m the future, I think, end with regard to the challenges that we
fine And, hopefully, once we get on down the road a Irole bit, cooler heads wiU prevail, and
maybe some new leadership in the Congress, and we can do a better job

HANNITY The biggest battle we have is this war on terror, this battle in Iraq We have a really
deep divide in the country Senator Reid says the war is tost We soil have to finish the job there
Where do you stand in general on the war on terror and, rnore specitlcally, m Iraq, and on the
o^desurfoundinglraq^

THOMPSON Well,left1alkab(MitSenatorReidfbram
was sittiiigoutsioX getting a bite to eat^ A young woman came up
andasl^ifshecoiiUsrtdownandtalktomeaimnute Her name was Koeller(ph) She worked
over at Morgan Stanley, but she had gone to West Pomt, and she had been a carXamm the Army,
and she was at the DMZmSoum Korea at the tune of 9/11

I asked her what she thought about this She said, "How in the work! can anyone, any one of our
leaders, declare war, declare that the war has been tost when we Ve got troops m the field^ My
friends are over there in me field I know what they think about this"

And\ of coiirse, it's just like altering The very idea that they would do this and
undercut ow efforts over there is unpteceden^ And if snot only unprecedented, it's awful
politics

We should not be fearful of these people politically We just need to cuucenUate on wfaafs right
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What is nghl^ We need to take advantage of any opportunity we\^ I've got a lot
ofnnthinPetneus IknewhimwhenhewasatFortCampbdlwIienlwis^ He tells
me weVe got a shot? We've got to take that shot

We also have to keep mmino\ though, there's going to be a day ato And whether we leave
there under our own terms or not, it's snU going to be a v^ If we leave there
under bad circumstances, we're going to have a haven down there for terrorists The whole area,
rm afnud, will become nucleanzed

The Simm countries are looking at what bin is doing And if we can't help wim stability in that
part of the world, they're going to help theinsdves, and me/regouig to go nuclear, ui terms of
weaponry and the ability to counteract what Iran's doing The whole region is up for grabs

HANNTTY And fKrw do we deal wimmat^WeSreg()t Ac short-tern
We've got the political problem Harry Reid says we lost We've got to win in Iraq Then you
have the possibility of the two things you mentioned earlier You combine Islamic mnancism
and nuclear technology, and you've got a guy, Ahniaduiejad, to add to trie eqimdon that wants to
wipe brad off the map You're presidert of the United States, th^
shoulders

THOMPSON Ofcourseitis.butit'smenumberaiechaU^
longtime And all these other things, aUmese other issues are important at different levels This
overwiiBlms *uiBiyHnt̂ g aiM

And our nation has to have a sbong deterrent Some of mete terrorists might or might not be able
to be traced back But these countries that are supplymg them should know we have the ability to
do a pretty doggone good job of tracmg their activities back Strong deterrent, much better
intellu

TrwnweVe got to enforce our borders We haveAlQaeda out mere, we know, trying to get
nuclear weapons We have 40 countnes that have fissde material to
make a bomb A lot of rtgpes unguarded We have porous ports and borders Now,itdoesnt
take a gemus to put all mat together and see what tand of a challenge this country has

HANNTTY You came out pubhcly Youdisctosedyouhadlymphoma Whafs the status of that?
How tough is that* And how big is that of a considentam for you, as you make this decision?

THOMPSON Personally, it's a total non-fiKtor My timuly is more important to me and my own
heahh is more important to me man any political campaign, I assinc you, even this one Forme,
if s a non- Actor, because that's what my doctors have told me, that it's one of those things that
you can continue on with for yean and ifs totally manageable

rve never had an hour of symptoms, either from me disease or treatment, than I had when 11^
some treatment Solgooflaboiitmybusmess,butlthoughtitwasiniportan
Ainencan people, becaiisemey deserve to know that Other r)outicians, of course, have had
similar problems But mine waa undisclosed I didn't try to keep it secret, necessarily I'm just a
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private person, to the extent that I can be

(END VIDEOTAPE)

HANNITY All nght, more of my exdiwveintemewwim Senator Fred Tro
• after the break

And still ID come tonigttt, President Bush vetoes u^ Iraq war spendiiigbiU after Democrats

I refuse to remove a deadline for troop withdrawal Dick Moms will be here wrth analysis, as
Congress goes back to the drawing board

I And Reverend Al, with reaction from our big debate at the National Actim Network Conference
Hiafstheonelwon

*H

Sjb And also, Elizabem and Rosie get mto a heated bam> over the Ir^

COLMES We row cmrtinuewim Sean's exdusiveiinfev^
Thompson

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

HANNITY Should you become the Republican nominee for president, ahhoiigh the polls are

I shiftag-it'siiotgoixigtobetheccfDiiatu^
to be ~ but you niay very weU find yourself up agauist Hillary^ What do you think of
her' What do you think of Barack Obama?

• THOMPSON Sean, I really want to take, again, the luxury of not getting into that right now

• HANNTTY Not even a lime shot?

(LAUGHTER)

™ I'm kidding

•
THOMPSON Dont tempt me No, Fm going to -you know, there is, what, eight months to the
first primary?

I HANNITY Ifsail over February 5th, pretty much

m THOMPSON Wdl,yei, but, look, that's 8bll a long time If you cant get your message out there
• and deal with these «*""BF, *****" I think

I HANNITY Well, left deal with the people mat- your iininediate competition You talked
about Senator McCain Ruo>Giiihamistopsmnx)stofu^polbwereadnowvalthou^
cVnng well for somebody thaftiirtm the race Fm sure you're probably following some of these

i
i
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* THOMPSON You kmw.Fd be nwrc likely to talk abc>uttte
M Republicans

HANNTTY Oh, so you're striking me out on that one?

I THOMPSON Let me try to be responsive to your question As rw as the Democrats, they are
adhering, tome extent they can, to the most left-wing demem of their base You know,

I MoveOnorg and those folks are running the Democratic Party And they're taking extremist
positions and doing extremist things Harry Reid is o^ing things that I think the Am
are going to reject

o] They're as near to investor m defeat of their own c^ And I don't
*H think the American people wiUfbrgrve them tor that

j So they're going through that exercise And left just let them go Lets just give them a httle rope
*r and see what they do Oirrnam&^lingaridcarrnngonthemnghtnowiski^

J as fig as FBI concerned

HANNTTY Let me focus on what you just said TheyVe as dose to investing in defeat?

| THOMPSON Yes

• HANNTTY That's a pretty severe charge But, I mean, if you say we lost in Iraq

THOMPSON WeU, when you say here u the fimdmg, but I just want you to

I already lost, here is the life nti\ bit you're g
they are, where is me psychology of that? Where is your mirid? Where is your heart, as you see
dungs go on?

I I know that they ota*t wart to see our youn^
lookatthepocinoamsitlieyteiwm^ When you get out there in the middle of

( this — ffl¥l weYe trymgp it1M|^* be a last-ditch effort, to turn fl»» ifrimg around so we can have
some stability to give those people a shm down there before we leave, and a^
use is that? What good is that? What purpose is that? Except, as they say, later GTI, we're gom^

I pick up Senate seats because of this My goodness I rnean, where have we come to in this
country?

I HANNTTY IX) you think there htt to be a certam destiny to r^^
States? I mean, m other word^ you could put you^ You could put yourself out
there YoubinldupjfouriesiimetDgettothepouitwhe^ YouVe

• been a senator We know your long career But does it have to be a certam sense of that this was
• meamtobetoryou?Doyouteelthat?

I THOMPSON Seari, that sounds a htfle bit for iiwre than Tdl^
m go But I know what you're saying

I
I
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I Thompson Combing Public Records Looking for Dnt"

I FRED THOMPSON, ACTOR AND FORMER SENATOR Well, thafi the advantage of having
lived the perfect life, Sean, when you read things like that Now, thafs part erf the deal anymore,
as you know I thought it may have been a little early I thought it might hive come from the

I Democrats instead of Republicans Bitt thafs the way it is nowadays I mean, we're already
accustomed to that

I Somebody called up my wife a while back, said it was one of her old boyfriends, and said that he
had something on her from when shewn 16 years old Of course, it wasnt any old boyfriend
But, anyway, told a campaign official of ours who's helping us out, a helper, and said,
"Thompson couldnt run because of mis " And if they're
imagine what the/re going to do as far as Fm concerned

But, you know, if s kind of like gnats swarming around the war horse, you know? Tl>ey aggravate
you sometimes, but in the end not that important

HANNTTY Thafs your attitude about it, m the end?

THOMPSON Yes

•«•••, ••••̂  m*m*J9 ••»»• •• wu*|WB^p> vuavBKa *rm OTM »MW •* mmtrmgfmmf^ ww •• ••, •• m*^mf^m9 ••••• *rm t̂~-f

m 'Thompson couldn't run because of mis "And if they^ doing that wrthregiird to her, I can only

i
ii• HANNTTY They specifically were going after public records, birt all of the stuff Are you

prepared for mat? I mean, obviously, this is the day and age of YouTube, and cell phones, and
• everyone has got cameras and tapes, and gotcha Do you mink aboirt that, as you go through this?

THOMPSON Well, sure, sure You know mat, and you hvewrth that, and thafs what ifs come

I to Thafs why Amencaxis are sick to ofeam of politics a^
we do to each other Thafs what we do with our friends Now you can imagme what it's going to
be bke in the general election

I HANNTTY How do you know these are Republicans?

• THOMPSON But you dont let that dissuade you Well, I could be wrong I mean, I dont flatter
• myself enough to think that the Deinocratsn^ now are focusing m on me If Fm wrong about,

then Tm highly flattered Bm that can't deter you

• HANNTTY Bnngusinsio^theTlionmsonmind,mternisof
m nund, as you make fru decision about whete
• president What are you thinking about?

m THOMPSON Well, obviously, mere's some practical trungs, some contractual
• doing Tliere's some taniily considerations You dont change on a dune You think you're going
m mis direeaonwim your family, and your life, and youVe going another direction You take some

I tune Fm taking this tune Stalking to sonie of tesniaitest people, I mink^
about some things that are very important to me

i
i
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I put rt a different way Maybe if s the same sort of thing, that, m my case, I think the ^

I meet the times to not sure that 1 was ready for this before Fm not sure-well, I know the times
were not the way they are now

I But there's tometfn"g flff^g Q" o|lf there, and iff soiMlliing different I think it has to do with
people's perception of ell dungs Washington, for one thing I think people are concerned about
whether or not this greatest nation maybe is begiiming to go hke all the rest and start 10 decline a

• little bit

There's been a tremendous response to me Maybe ift because of what I represent, I like to flunk

I that it is Maybe if s because I can look people in the eye and tell them what Fm flunking, and
they know that, at least, theft what ftn thinking, whether they agree with me or not

J Certam doors have opened to me, fiom time to time in my kfe Fve not beaten down many of
them, but oftentimes I walk through, and they1 veal ways worked out well People say, is there the

<g fircrnthebeUy?rmkiiidofaslow4novin^ I enjoy life,
<•! and I enjoy a good laugh

<*' The only two elections Fve ever run, IVe won And I won back home with greater margins than
% anybody else in the history-greater numben than anybody ete So
• Fve been able to sense, I think, when the time was right And I wouldn't call that destiny That

maybeahttleheavy But I do sense that there's something different and special gomg on out in
• the country right now, and I may be able to answer that call

HANNITY Senator, thank you for being with us Good to see you

• THOMPSON Thank you Appreciate it

• HANNITY Thank you very much

(END VIDEOTAPE)

™ GOLMES Ami ^ymmg ̂ pl jqg Bidcp takes the b"ii by flic hpfftf "^ HHMCS a <fr»** dnlhmge to
PresidentBush Well play you the unbelievable tape

• And last week, we brought you the fimexdustve interviews
McOuirk And tonight, the hardrupAlSharpton responds You dont want to miss that, coming

• upon"HamutyftColmes"

i
i
i
i
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I Exhibit 9

I THOMPSON REFUSES TO RUSH DECISIONS Petersburg Tuna (Florida) May 11.2007
Friday

• Copyright 2007 Tunes Publishing Company
All Rights Reserved

• St Petenborg Times (Florida)

. May 11,2007 Friday
4 State/Suncoast Edition

j| SECTION: LOCAL & STATE, Pg 3B

LENGTH: 305 words

HEADLINE: THOMPSON REFUSES TO RUSH DECISION

BYUNE: BILL VARIAN, Times Staff Wnter

DATELINE: TAMPA

I BODY:

• Firi Thompson says he's m no hiiny to decide whether to run for pira^
opponents traverse the country raising nulhons in campaign money

• But he acknowledged that, with Florida's earlier Jan 29 primary, the Sunshine State will play a
more critical role than ever mdetennmmg who wins the Rqxiblican ticket

' The fonner Tennessee senator, who now plays a prosecutors
Tampa Thuradaynigto addressing the Hillslx^^

I event that was closed to reporters It had been scheduled before there was public talk of a
presidential bid

• He spoke bnefly to a tno of reporters before the event

— Thompson sud he believes he has plenty of time to get his message om if he i^

"I think campaigns are too long." he said "You don't need to be running for years and nosing
M millions ••MJ tfii|iî i|g of dollars "

Thompson said he will base his decision not on the other candidates, but on whether he thinks he
•• is man for die job

i
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These tunes require that the country move m a "difierent and better" direction, he said Hie
ft tedend government is dysfuricnonal, marked by squ^

I Moreover, he said government agencies dont woric together, meir computers can't share
information, critical audits point out alanmngshortcoimnfi^bonlersarentrjeingadequatd^
patrolled, pott cargo imt getting inspected andentidenientprograrnsn^enomioiisloorning

• debt

Asked about creating a catastrophic fund to buffer property ownenfomnsii^
M Thompson said, "That's rlondat issue "He said he liaartlooM
^ to run for president
-i
9 Times reseaicher John Martmcxmmbiited to this report Bill Vanan can be reached at (813) 226-

%«

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, Associated Press Actor and former US Sen Fred Thompson says
campaigns are getting too long and costly

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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I Exhibit 10

i
i
• WASHINGTON (AF) - There was a tune when Fred Thompson suggested trot he coddn't see

himself running for office sgsjn "Forme,theGeoigeWsjhingtonexariipkofservmgei^tyears
dm andndrngoutoftownonahorsearidrteverff^ifninghasgieat
Jf* said m the twibg^t of his e -̂yesr Senate career Ncv, five yesrskter, he is a well-known TV actor
r^ who fmdshmis^ on n^vey of a real-fare presirim^
N! foe someone to fin what b^ see Ha conservative void anx)^
^; Numerous sqms pomt to a Tliornpson candidacy, and a summertiine annminccment is widely

J^ expected, alnVxighpec^clre to him caum
Never ramd mat he basKsIly already is

OT< Tli">1HM1?f1 'f htrmg tfllf*, •p^fang tff T^t" T^T^ g "̂T*» •mtlf^ «•!"« rmhimna an tnpig« of thg

^̂  day »«^ stakmft out poaitioPT on iiiurt hhg tiia §<inyff ftntmgfj^f/^ff overhaul He also is \fmlttnf his
^B^BJ a*liDCsM )̂HA CDC JUUB£Dl6C

"It's important to the future of this country that (Republicans) have somebody that can win m

I November," Thompson said in a recent online interview "People are looking for somebody who
can talk stought to them That's what I hope I bring to bear"
Hu expected enttance into the already cro^

I open race but urs unrlrar who •tni?*ig the strongest contenders, Rudy Giuliani, John McCain, and
Mitt Romney, would be affected the most

I .̂«**._oh*-..MM-»-.»»»

i
i
i
i
i
i
i

populafltypolls lliatfalikdydWfflpicttDhisacdngcokasd^b^
NBOs populac <ttym« "Law & Oidec "
Conservanves who nuke up a bag port of the GOP hue have found fiuik with Gniharn; McCain and
Romney fix varying reasons and for nionn^ now have been seurching for a ouklidate to em
Thompson's backers bul urn as the perrect person — the one truly couaervanve candidate m the

Wamp of Tennessee called Thompson "naturaDy conseivaUf e with a down-home sense of humor
and a confidence about who he is"

• t>ii«My nmtwjMtiif* nri»i. The American Conservative
Union gave hm a hfeome rating of 86 out of 100 He fiercely backed the Iraq war, worked to hmit
the federal governmnftrcJe, sup
President Bush • tax cuts
J9^U stllC iv^JflwCQflBCsl BO^UC DK^sttB KHflC ̂ UflsA C sQfiOCsUsUUV attt ^VCU ̂ vlt̂ K CQiDslGÎ FBUlVCslL HldUQÎ lBV flCB

He also was one of four senators who backed underdog McCain in
2000 over George W lfaAi rt^. ̂ ^KWU^I^I^ <^^>ur Soaal issues, impc«tijit ID the party's
flank, abo typically weren't at the cop of his agenda
Yet, some may be willing ID look put those issues
"There are plenty of people standing on the tinVlinca waiting for Thompson to get in the race, and if



I
I he doen't.diey're going to say onto sidelines," s^

Hampshire s •**w**tnay>*>||> fViimtj

I AdcWRobmMahnbeig.hBcounterpanm Henry County, Iowa "Pcnonally, I'm still waiting for
the one that just tells it like it B So my curiosity B piqued with Thompson"
TTie Thompson ptesKJenoal talk started eadytfaa year wm^ HBinmal

i
i
i
i
i
i

I fhrtition with the idea quickly became a ofai^^ Fmt, he sntionncfd he a m irmitann
6romnon.Hod^^tslyniphoma,afoimofauicer Tlien, he met with lawmakers on Capitol Hill and
give ipcechci to conservative oiganaadonB Now, he'i balding a campaign oigmixation, tapping

I vOCflBGC •Mtt^Bl^u flL^BQ •S^UIa fllfltf BOB flttHOK ^)^MCI
Late to die game by montha, ThompMn hce* tcvetal challenges, not the leart of which would be
turning strong bun on the Internet sod tome fupportrnWaihrngion into actual votes m GOP

J pomaxy contests
"Feed has the most spontaneous support man anyone in the last 40 yean," said an undetettcd Sen

*~| Lamac AU^tMUr R-Tenn

H«» km atill Ug. Ag A*4m~£ *mn*Am*mm m finuit««^ng hy tnulnmillinM and lig •!•« tPtH h»e to

oiuntex the penxption,m Washington at least, that he do^
His backets dispute that nodon tod atynioney won't be a ptoblem given Tliompson's Hollywood

f\^ Tlien there are Iowa, New H«mp«li^y»» South ̂ iTP^*1* •"^ odiet ffV primary voting states, where
• Thompson's nvals have spent months building campaign nrganirstions and courting grass-roots

BopponBci
^a^ Ĵ0FGO uULt QUDttOsy^a •DQODOBOQ DftS UlfllGaVbBQ CDflKt uC ^PQUlfl flOt CQ& ft DDIfluSOQflaft GBflDDttltt& \̂JCCft)Qyi

• much of ha recent activity has been on the Internet; an indication of the direction he may be
m headed

I
Last week, he went online to put the smack down on lefty Michael Moore after the two sparred over
the producer1! movie "Skin," which depicts Sept 11 survivors seeking medical care in Cuba
Inanonhnevideo,TlKmipsonpiifiedonacyrasheaitinak

•

Moon that the Cuban government once put a dociimentiry filmmaker ma mentd institution
"Mental institution, Michael Mig^ be something you oug^ to think about," Thompson sa^
whit could be called the first ad of his would-be campaign

2007 TTie Associated Press M ngfrts reserved 1ms material may not be published,
rewiiiien or redtttnbuted
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I Exhibit 11

| Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee)

I Lawmak^shmvpforThompstmChattanoo^
m Friday

I O){^^2(X)7 Chattanooga PublishiiigQnnpany
Chattanooga Tones Free Press (Tennessee)

JP May 25,2007 Friday

J SECTION: NORTH GEORGIA, Pg 0

jm LENGTH: 909 words

^j HEADUrTC: lawmakers line up for Thompson

I BYLINE: Matt Wilson, Staff Writer

• BODY:

I A group of 36 Republican Georgia legislators, akngwra^ several former lawrnakers and local
officials, is seeking to help "draft" former US Sen FredT1iofimson,R-Tenn,intoanmforthe
Oval Office next year

I "We've got good people that are out there lurumig, but iione of them are perfect," said state Sen
Enc Johnson, R-Savannah, who is leao^ the "Draft Fied" movement m Georgia "Sen

• Thomrjson's got a great record"

Sen Johnson, who used the torn "Fredheads" to descnbe Mr Thompson's supporters, said me

I former senator's communication sfalb and "pro-ufe,pro-giin, anti-tax recoid" are his mam
sellinff points

I "He has the ability to look America in the eye, not blink, and tell us where he wants to go," he
and

I Seven! legislators rromNormwestGeorgu have signed on m support of Mr Thompson, who
has riot yet said he will be a candidate One of those legislators is Rep Ron Forster, R-Ringgold

I "Htfs the best candidate thafs not even in the race yet," he said

_ Rep Forster said he was "disappointed" with the Repubhcan candidates who have entered the

i
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I nee so far

A State Sen Preston Smith, R-Rome, also has endorsed Mr Thompson

"I think Thompson probably has the best chance of wii^ Smith said "To me, tt was
• sort of an eiectability issue"

He said that Republican candidates are probably "going to h^ He said

I Mr Thompson embodies the "unique type of omdidate" who can wmm spite of the atmosphere
in Washington that led to Democrats retaking Congress last year

Sen Johnson said all the lawmaken who signed on as Fredheads will support Mr Thompson if
he funs, but they also have second choices if he decides to stay out of the race

Rep Forster said his second choice was a simple one

"AnybcxtybuttheDenwcrato

In the General Assembly, 140 of the 234 members are Republicans

As of Thursday, 421 other Georgians had signed an online pett^ Thompson to
seek the OOP no""imtio|F1

I Maik Osnulo, a spokesman for Mr Thompson, sax! the fb^
* gratefUl for tte support" fhmi a group that backs h^

• "It certainly gives him more to think about when he makes his final considerations," he said

_ But Mr Corallo said Acre are several other factors to consider, such as fiiunily issues and tumng

* "He has to make sure that the man meets the times," he said

• Charles BuUock, a professor of political soeoce at the U^
movement could only be a boon to Mr Thompson's campaign if he decides to run

| "If Thompson haxbm any preadent^
leaden around the country to call on him to come form and save the party," he said

| If the movement becomes popular among RepuWicaiis, it could go a long way toward helping
Mr Thompson catch up with ha opponents in fimdmamg, Dr Bullock said

| TfeFredlieads arc die largest group of Uw^^

•

Other Georgia RgpiHiMM haw Aaum mthimMtn fiir • Thnmp«nn campaign Mr Thompson

handily won a straw poll at bat week's slate Repubhcan(xmvention,neariy tripling the
perceirtage of the vote of his nearest opponent, former U S House Speaker Newt Oingnch,R-i

i
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i

g Mr OiDgnch also has not aniXNinced his candidacy

About two dozen Democnts in the General Assembly are backing US Sen BarackObama,D-
•j m>tncluduig Senate Minonty Whip David Addman,D-Decatur

House Speaker Glenn Richard^ R-Hirain,aiid five other
•j mar support for firmer New Yotk Mayor Rudy Oiuhani's bid for the GOP nominatiop

"Rudy has demonstrated the kind of strong leaderstop we need m the White Houses^
i reconi of proven results that Georgians respect," Rep Richardson said

iiuKUftSftaEBuacsii

ON THE WEB

Slate Sen JexTMulhs, R-Chickamauga, announced m March that he had joined the Georgia
campaign team of U S Sen John McCain, R-Anz

Likewise, House Speaker Pro Tern Mark Burkhalter,R-Duluth, has signed on as the Georgu
chairman of former Massachusetts Gov Mitt Romney's campaign

Former Gov Roy Banes has endorsed fonner US Sen John Edwards, D-N C

US Sen Hillary Clinton, D-N Y, has not yet announced her campaign's Georgia endorsements

i
i
• Here are tteGeorgu legislates aboard the state's "Dr̂

^9^^^k^Afl^^^BiMuaiuis

I Sen Don Thomas, Dalton

• Sen Preston Smith, Rome

Sen Enc Johnson, Savannah

• Sen Tommie Williams, Lyons

I Sen Chip Rogers, Woodstock

Sen David Shafer,Duluth

• Sen Jack Murphy , Chapman

i
i
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Sen John Douglas, Social Circle

I Sen Cecil Staton.Kfacon

• Sen Greg Goggans, Douglas

Sen Lee Hawkins, Gainesville

I Sen Bill Heath, Bremen

*• Sen Bill Hamnck, Carrollton

••"1 Sen Jeff Chapman, Bnmswick
â
Js* Representatives

Rep RonForster.Ringgold

a> Rep JayNeaLLaFayette

aa> Rep Tom DidESonm Cobutta

• Rep John Meadows, Calhoun

Rep Tom Graves, Ranger

• Rep EariEhrhait, Powder Spnngs

I Rep Ron Stephens, Savannah

Rep Earl "Buddy" Carter, Pooler

• Rep Burke Day, Tybee Island

I Rep Jim Cole, Forsyth

^ Rep DougCoUins,GainesviUe

• Rep James Mills, Gainesville

| Rep Mark Butter, Carrollton

« Rep Clay Cox, Lilburn

Rep Scan Jcrguson,

i
i
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I
Rep Calvin Hill, Canton

I Rep Doug Holt, Social Cncle

I RflD 1 OKU JUMHt- C*mniHlflButmf • TTBM «•••"«•§ ^'•••••••••^B

Rep Muk Hamilton, dimming

I Rep John Heard, Lawrenoevilte

\M Rep Donna Sbddon, Dacula

I| Rep MehanEvenon,Snellvillei Source Georgians for Fred Thompson
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• TJ^e Sign Cf the Red Truck Newsweek May 28,2007

m Copynght 2007 Newsweek
• All Rights Reserved

Newsweek

i
T-i

1

May 28.2007
US Edition

SECTION: PERISCOPE, POLITICS 2008, Pg 10

9 LENGTH: 307 words
T
^ HEADLINE: The Sign Of the Red Truck

* BYLINE: Holly Bailey

| BODY:

I Folks mFiankhn, Term .thmktheylllmow when Fred Thorn
Parked in Thompson's mother's dnveway is the nistmgiedOievy pickup that the fimner •

I tuned actor drove all over the slate during his two US Senate campaigns He drove the truck to
Washington in 1994 after he was elected to fill an iinexpnedtenn and used tt a* a populist stunt
flaflsUD OU^lDfi uU VL^^BlflCDOlE GsUDDaUfllL OUiBD ^QVlDtt 8D66GDU XBODA ul6 lO^IVCPDfl ttUalffKBC An60D16

I are watchmg mat track like hawks," says the Soiithem Baptist Convention's Richard Und,
also lives in Franklin "Nobody can imagine he wont use it if he runs •

I TTioiiirisonisnt the only one under sun^eillance Politics junkies and aval campaigns have been
looking for signs among other potential candidates Pundits sre watchmg Al Gore's waistline
under the theory that the former veep wiUsmnoV>wnifhedecio^toseektheI>mocraticnod

I Will Michael Bloomberg run1' Contact with Ross Perot and his advisers might be a sign that me
New York City mayor will mount a thud-party run £or the White House Others are watchmg
how often Chuck Hagel talks to Bloomberg, alker the Nebraska senator hinted that te^^

I the mayor about a joint ticket Also under close watch Newt Gingrich's continued efforts to
make nice with social conservatives in his party, who have problems with his string of failed
marriages and admission of adultery

I TnoamsoiitwbonowkvesmVnmnia,bas^^ The paint is
peeling and its U S Senate hcense plates expired back in 2002 Mark Corallo, a spokesman, saysi

i



I
Thompson "justhasnt had the heart to sell her" "I dont know if the truck wiU be resurrected,"
he told NEWS WEEK, adding that Thompson has made no decision about 2008 In other wocds,

I he's still idling in the driveway
GRAPHIC: Driver's Seat Thompson in the trademark pickup
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i
Sources Thompson to take big step toward WhUe House rm CNN com May 30,2007

• Wednesday 2 46 PMEST

m Copyngbl 2007 O0)lc News Network
• All Rights Reserved

http //www cnn com/htte /ftywiy cnn com/

J CNN com

Mqr 30,2007 Wednewtay 2 46 PM EST1
«J

I
SECTION: POLITICS

LENGTH: 378 words

HEADLINE: Sources Thompson to take big step toward White House run

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:

• FoimcrUS Sen Fred Thompson wiU take a major step toward a 2(XM
by "testing the waters" - begmnrng to raise moaey and ore

•• several sources close to Thompson told CNN

While the 'wiHP* Tfifffi BOD Tennessee is not an official candidate fot presidenty he is
aj aclo^owledgirigmterestmtheiBceibrmeRepub^^

Thompson is not required to file paperwork wim the Feo^nd Election CorrumssKm at thu

I but he would hive to account for his actions oUmng this imtial phase should he decide to b^
a full-fledged candidate at a later date

I "He is em^nng the Usting the waters1 phase," said OM "It
allows die senator to go out and gauge support"

|

TTionmsoii>64>hddacoimaeacec^
financial commitments from "big Repubucandooon," the source said

I Trnimison has been m contact wm^ "a lot of Reagan awl Bush 41 ^ Bush]-types
who are supportive" of his candidacy, ajuther source wim knowledge of Thorn
saidi

i



I
This wince noted that Thompson likely will makeappeaiancesinsoiiieoftibeeariypninaryaDd

• caucus states such as towa and New Hainrjshire before an official amouncemem

"That announcement could come is early as the first week m July," the soiirce close to
• Thompson said "However, that is if he gets in n

A CNN/Opimon Research Corp poUcortucted May 4^ placed Thcmnnontm^

1

I candidates with 13 percent of the vote Former New York Mayor Rudy Giuhani had the most
sur^xrtwim 25 rjercent, two percentage porn^ John McCain's 23 percent Former
Massachusetts Gov Mitt Romney was fourth with 10 percent

M The same poll of registered Republican voters foiind 20 percent were veiysansfied with the field
of OOP candidates and 26 percent were not satisfied Fifty percent said they were somewhat

Thompson announced earlier this year that he was diagnosed wimlyn^iboma in 2004, but one of
4 his physicians said that the disease is in remission

?! Thooipson was elected to the Senate m 1994 to fill the iinexrj^
• Gore and retired in 2003 to resume an acting career He now hvesrn McLean, Virginia

i
i
i
i
i
i
i
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i
i
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I End Thompson moves ahead with likefyprtsuiennalcandtdocy The Associated Press State &
Local Wire May 30,2007 Wednesday 10 24 PMGMT

I Copyngbt 2007 Associated Press
All Rights Reserved

• The Associated Press State & Local Wire

May 30,2007 Wednesday 10 24PM GMT

* SECTION: STATE AND REGIONAL

^j LENGTH: 1118 words
(M

) HEADLINE: Fred Thompson moves ahead with likely presidential candidacy

ff BYLINE: By LIZ SIDOTI, Associated Press Writer

*"! DATELINE: WASHINGTON

- BODY:

I It's hardy a stretch to unagine Fred Thomrm Afer all, he's played the role in
movies, his imposing 6-fbot-5 stature and Sourhon-tiiigedcommarMhrig voice creating the

| "He comes fiom central casting," says Ted Malloch of Palm Beach, Fla, a Thompson backer
"Htfi not Ronald Reagan, but he's Reaganesque "

| Thafs exactly wriat the fofrnerTemiesseeRepubha^
Order" is casting himself as for his latest role

I Only this tune, the stage is real hie

I TTie 64-year-old is taking significant steps toward an expected sumnier entry into the crowded
but extisKwhnanly unsettled RcpuM
attract restless conservatives who have not fiiUy embraced the leading GOP conteriders

I Thompson would bring a right-leaning Senate voting record wim a few digressions fixmi GOP
orthodoxy and a dash of Hollywood star power given his many movie roles and TV stint as the

• gniffdistnct attorney on NBC's popular cnme drama

Among his many characters, he played President Ulysses S Grant in mis year's made-fbr-TV

i



I

i
i

movie "Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee," and the fictional President Charles Ross in the 2005
film "Last Beit Chance "

ilMM1 Jftkn Meffriti anH Mitt Bnmney enniM hue •nmc

• measure of support and the seven unxlerdogscouU become even more urelevant

Several Republicans with knowledge of his plans say Thompson wiUrnake his fim formal

I csnpaignmovemmecoiiimgo^
hiH mhila launching • major fandiMing drive on Monday

J Speaking on condition of anonynuty because the timeline is MtpuM^
Thompson may visit early primary states in late June and couM officially eoier me race as early

-i as the first week in July

9£P "Senator Thompson ustiUsenousrycctisideniig getting into te
q doingeverythfflghehastodotomaketta
<dl spokesman "Staytuned"

°r' On Thompson's schedule m me coming weeks a speech to Virginia Republicans in Richmond

I on Saturday and an appearance with Jay Leno on The Tonight Show" on June 12 One official
said an overseas trip also may be in the works

I For months, Thompson has openly flirted wirn a candidacy as a Tennessee^
draft nun mto the race He mack several rngh-profiteinoves that poi
nittiffh uiaa Hiaaloaing »hat Ka ia m tianiaaion after haing Hiaonnaati untfi nnn-HoHglnna

I lymphoma, a form of cancer

His populanty in national polls spiked to oViublemgits early mtte year, but wmle
• well in surveys, his numbers have fldten following what some RepubucimsconsKlered a subpv
• speech in early May in Cahfornia Thafs prompted some rumblings in OOP circles that

Thompson may have missed his oppottiinn^ to rnake a splash m the race

• Uodaurited,T1iompson has been portreym^
_ of former President Reagan in speeches and on the Internet

During his 1994-2002 Senate tenure, he was considered a rdiaMy conservative vote

• He worked to umrt the role of the federal govenimemar^
procedure He voted in favor of Bush's tax cuts, oil dnllmgm the Arcnc National Wildhfe

I
Refuge, euminating money for tte National Eiidowiiiem for tte
amendment to ban flag desecration And, he voted against requiting cnminalbackgroiind checks
for purchases at gun shows

Birt he somefcnies took paths that oWtne^
advocating for campaign finance reform White he voted to oust President Clinton from office,
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I
I he also was OM of 10 Republican senatonwtov^

charges

I Social issues, important to the party's nght, also typic^yweren^ at the top of his agenda He
was known less as a legislator and more as an mvesngator.lead^ the conimra^ that exanimed

I fonnerPiesident Clinton's fundraisingm 1996 Yet, he established a icputatton as a less-man-
hard worker The Demoovtic National Committee issued a i^^
detailing Thompson's major legislative accomplishments Save for the title and a DNC

• disclaimer, it was blank

Thompson was one of the few senators who backed underdog McCaui in 2000 over George W
fM Push, the establishment candidate This tune around, Thompson would be opposing McCain and

could hurt his friend's own shot at the White House The two have similar Senate records but
Thompson could be seen as a fresher face to McCain, who is well-known to OOP voters

Romney,who is trying to position himself to the ngbt of te major candidates, also could see his
support fidl among conservatives concerned about his shifts on issues

Campaigning w Iowa, Romney said he "I think hell make me nee
more interesting He's got good ideas and after all, he does put bad people in jail every week on
*Law ft Order,"1 he said

Oiuham could be hindered as well if Thompson grabs the atiflntifln of Republicans uneasy with
the former New York City mayor's support for gay and abortion rights

Canipaujniiigm California^ Giuliam
the stronger candidate based on his record of cuthiig taxes and combattuigterronsm
his abihty to win a general election

i mat went Democratic in 2004, such as Calî yn1^ an^ New York, Giuliani said,
• Those are all states Republicans gave away in the past and the Democrats took for granted It

doesrtmemrUwmaUcf1hein,butifIwmm

* Over the next few days, Tnompson plans to form a "testuig the waters" comniittee called
_ "Friends of Fred Thompson," which will allow him to beg^ raising money, hire staff and gauge
| support without offt^y committing to a

•

He could significantly dampen the fandMHfing abihty of his potential GOP rivals during the
homestretch of the second quarter financial reporting period

•

"Ira going to cause everybody to have second thoii^abomwntuig a check," said Scott Reed, a
Republican strategist who is unaugned in the race

•

Thompson spoke on a conference call Wednesday to several dozen peopte who officials called
"Fim Day Founders" and sud(x>mmitted to raising money for hm Participants said they were
asked to raise $46,000 apiece, the S2JOO maximum fiom 10 couples or 20 peoplei

i



Officiate cautioned that Thompson has made no final decision
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Fnd Thompson uOon next tap toward presidertial roc* The Associated Press State* Local
Wtrt May 30,2007 Wednesday 8 20PM GMT

Copyright 2007 Associated Press

I All Righto Reserved
The Associated Press State ft Local Wire

M May 30,2007 Wednesday 8 20PM GMT

^L SECTION: STATE AND REGIONAL

IP LENGTH: 995 words
i
!• HEADLINE: Fred Thompson takes next step towaid presidential
or-
^ BYLINE: By LIZ SIDOTI, Associated Press Wnter

* DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:

I Republican Fred Thompson, a fonner Tennessee senator art^
methodicaUy moving ahead with a hkdypresKientid

•» plans said Wednesday

An all-but-dedared candidate for months, Tliompson will establish an ofiScialotganizatKmm

I flOMitifl Amy* to imiigji • Wfc^t UmMa frui nihiU l«mrfiin fl M major fimdiMH^fl <Jnmt Mart «MJr
Tl» 64-year-old Southerner would bnng an overwhelmingly conservative recofdwitii a few
digressions from GOP orthodoxy to a crowded Republican field

I Thompson best known as the gjuffdkst^
character actor in scores of movies, also would add star power to the presidential race

I The current field headed by Rudy Giuham, John McCam and Mitt Romney has left some GOP
voters clamoring for someone else, and recent polls show Thompson ftnng well desprte his not-

• yet-announced status

Thompson may visit early primary slates in late June and could officially enter Ae race as early

I as the first week in July, according to the officials who spoke on the condition of anonynuty
because the plans were not public

i
i
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• Thompson's candidacy could hurt Romney , who is trying to position himself to the nght of the

major candidates, or pull support from McCain Thompson and McCain have had similar records

I
mte Senate, and Th«npsoncouldbe seen as afiesherfiwe He was one of a handful of senators
who backed McCain in 2000 over George W Bush

I Giuliani could be hindered as well if Thompson grabs me attemion of Republicans who are
looking for a candidate to beat Democrats in the fall but are uneasy with the fiormer New York
City mayor's support for gay and abortion nghts

| rjM"pMflfMgig m r*llfe""a
1 flmlMni Mid lv iMMiM «»lflOMM TTwimp^n'. gntiy into **> face, hnt

argued that he was the stranger candidate based on his record as niayormciitting taxes and
im combatting terconsm as wdl as his abdity to wm a general ele^

"""' Ticking off states ***•* went Democntic in 2004, such as California «id New Yoik, Giuliani said,
§h "Those are all states Republicans gave away in the past and te Democrats took for granted It

in moving to set up a political organization at the start of June, lliompsofi could significantly
dampen the (undiBisingabihty of his potential Repubhcm

I second quarter financial reporting period

^pj Aoooipaoii s timuiff souaslies toe otner candidatev ability to finish out a sttong Quarter« said
Sentt PJMdI m P^pililMwi mtr^ytmt uifin M imalign^ in tty t^g "It's gOUlg to CaUSC everybody

• to have second thoughts about wnnng a check"

A summertime anncuncemem has been wio^y expected and numerous signs ha^

I Thompson candidacy, including his disdosure m ApfU that he had been diagnosed with non-
Hodglun's lymphoma, a form of cancer, but is in remission

I "Senator Thompson is stiU seriously consKiennggett^
d^)mg everything he has to do to make that final deas^
spokesman "Slay timed "

• Thompson has been casting himself as a stimght-talkingconservanvem the mold of former
President Reagan even though he took some ponuons that upset the base as a senator

™ Thompson served in the Senate from 1994 to 2002, capturing the seat held by Al Gore in a
special election During his tenure, Thompson voted to oust PiesidemChntonnxmi office, D^

• also was one of 10 Repubhcan senators who voted agamstooe of me t^

He supported campaign finance reform, oil dnlungmte
• elimination of funds for the National Endowment for the Arts and a coosntunond amendment to
• ban flag desecration Healsofi^oiedabanonalate^ennabortionprocediireand

lequmngcnmind background checks for puicha

He was best known for his work on the Senate's mvesbgauve commm^ees, focusing on Chnton's

i
i
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1996 fundnusing

Thompson has openly flirted with a candidacy for months fbUowug the creation of a T<
•^^KM^hjl ^M£|MM^A A^ *^^^m£k V^M^^A M^niM^ 6^^^ ^^A^fc^Daseo cuun ID ami nm imumcncc

Over the next few days, he is to form a "testing the waten" committee called "Fnendi of Fred
Thompson," wmch will allow him to begin lainng money, hire staff and gauge support wimout
offioaUycoomiitting to a White House bid Fundnising is to start Monday

Thompson spoke on a conference caU Wednesday to seven^ dozen people who officials said
commmed to raising money fior him Particmants said they were asl̂  to raise $46\(X)0 apiece,
the $2^00 maximum from 10 couples or 20 people And, he will give a speech to Virginia
Republicans m Richmond on Saturday

In recent weeks* Thompson has been addressing conservative groups, writing online columns on
topics of the day and staking out positions on issues such as the Senate unmigrationoveihaiil
tall He also is testmg his mtch on the Internet and sunound^m
m the Reagan admmistration and under George HW Bush

Despite the nKwement,ofaaabcautK)fied that Thompson
whether to run or where and when to get in the race should he decide to go forward

They said he is considering several options for a possible fbimdamioiincement, and that one
aeenanft h«i him flffiemlly mnoHnei^g tii« CMMJ Aey numr ttw> ^liily A JMilnhy It's alftO DOSSlble,
they said, tint Tnompson could wart until later m the summer to declare his mtendons

Earher this month, Thompson closed down a pokbcalactioo committee he had b
since 2003 The committee donated to sevend federal candidates, btitsoem most of its money,
$180,000, on a management and consulting conm^wnli a firm run by his son, Daniel
Thompson of Nashville, Tenn

Associated Press Wider Scott Lmdlaw in Burlingame,Qdif,coiitnbuted to this report
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| IUy3i,2007
Stir in GO P. as Ex-Senator Moves to Run

I By CAM. BRME Mfw< PATRIOT HEALY

• WASHINGTON, May 30 — Former Senator Fred D. Thompson of Tennessee
• has taken new steps that make it dear that he is likely to run for the White

« House, pntpntinlTy admiring pp a field of candidates that has failed to strike a
chord with the Republican base.

•H

3| Mr. Thompson is creating a committee that will let him begin raising money

They hope his name recognition as an actor and radio commentator,
flnMBffwtiiPB atanfjg on iagiiog Hlcft unmigrfl̂ inn flnH gnuernment- gppfiHin̂ . and

strength in the South wffl differentiate him from the current crop of

I Ihe disclosure of his intensifying activities sent ripples through the party, with
the ffltnpfjignn oftwo of the IF**™ Republican fla^flvfatflff rf*»*inng whh their

• deputies in Iowa and New Hampshire to monitor any hiring or fund-raising
* efforts by Mr. Thompson, 64. One campaign held a brief strategy session to
• rpvigwpnll ragiiltn nn Mr. rfhnmpiion) anH fannH him wpll-pngitinnpH anen as

I His movies come as Repnfrljflpn« havp failp^ *» «?«1
_• _ ^ • _• _^ m mm ^K. • ^ _ ^^ • •

th^y struggle with the war in Iraq, President Bush's unpopularity and
• questions about the party's ideological direction. That has created a potential
• opening in a campaign field that, judgjaig by polls and other reaction, has left
m Republican voters wanting more.

"Thompson is a credible conservative, he has a strong voting record, he has
• strong, almost Reagan-esque communication skUls," said Scott Reed, who

gpH the presidential ca"1 '̂̂  of the RepubUcan Bob Dole in 1996 *™l is
I unafffliated with any campaign^- "And Uke Reagan, he believes in an



I
I ideological figg^n ™ fln iin^^utfd way. He do^fl"^ have « hmieh nf <p
_ on things when he defends the Reagan years."

In a conference call on Tuesday, 75 to 100 Republicans who had oflGered to
• back the politician better known for his acting career were urged to raise

* Th«mp«m hid that

I has been in the making for months. Five people dofidy involved in the
emerging campaign dianiagpH the plans in interviews Wednesday but asked
not to be identified because they were not authorized to talk publicly about the
details.

Participants on the caD said Mr. Thompson was enthusiastic about becoming
an alternative to current contenders led by former Mayor BuddDUfiL
of New zor<L Senator JohnAAc^Ain of Arizona in^fl ft^^ncr Gov.
of Massachusetts. They said he was not ready to formally aimounce without

inP fhat lw ivmiM Hryjw flif Ti^oymiy fitianrial mipporfr

"You have to raise money to be competitive even if you are Fred Thompson,"
• said Representative ZachWamp, a Tennessee Republican who has led an

effort to draft Mr. Thompson.

I In another development on Wednesday, Mr. Thompson asked to be released
from his rote on "Law & Order" on NBQ The

I show's executive producer, Dick Wolf, said Mr. Thompson had told him that
he "has not made a firm decision about his political future" but that he was

I concerned about "the creative and scheduling constraints of the upcoming
4H4K4ft^B4feHM "

I Byjoining the race late, Mr. Thompson may face questions about his ability to
compete against the top-tier Republican candidates who have already raised at

I least $1Q miHion each. He will nlnn npfr pflrHfipate in thp UgpiMiran debate in
New Hampshire on Tuesday.

* Tony Fabrizio, a Repubhcan pollster and strategist who is not working for any

( candidate, said he was "surprised and a little sad" that Mr. Thompson had not
dffdared himself a full-fledged candidate. Mr. Thompson TMM faced questions
about his political commitment stemming from his days in the Senate.

i
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I
• "Thompson win be competing against three guys who have been running flat
m out for months and working their tails off for well over ayear,"Mr.Fabrizio
§ said. "If you're not going to get in this race and double-time on work, effort

and commitment, how do you expect to win? You need to send signals that
§ say, Tm here and Fin going to win.'"

•

Although Mr. Thompson planned in the coming days to create what is known
as a "testing the waters" committee that would allow him to raise and spend

_ money, members of Mr. Thompson's inner circle said that if the next few
U weeks were encouraging, he could officially enter the race ss early as July.

"Fred Thompson is doing everything he has to do to gauge support to come to
a fi™fl decision in a timely manner," said Mark CoraDo, who has been acting as

d| his spokesman.

?! The intense interest in Mr. Thompson's trajectory reflected concern in the
| rival Republican camps about his possible appeal across the South, among

conservative and evangelical voters, who might be attracted to his mainstream

I conservative 518110689 like opposition to aboitiQii and strong support for states'
rights.

| fl^Aere are stiU a lot of undecided voters in Sou& Carolina, and Ft*ed
Thompson comes wfth enormous appeal — Td call it BfiDflldJBfiflgaiHike

I appeal," said Katon Dawson, the chainnan of the Republican Party in South
Carolina, which holds one of the first presidential primaries. Allies of Mr.

• Thompson said tiwy were confident he would attract big-name contributors
• and present and former office holders now supporting other candidates. But
M pftjflntiflfl compctitorB questioned hi 3 flT^l^ty to nmfcg s"fh itimaHg.

Kevin Madden, a spokesman for Mr. Romney, disputed that Mr. Thompson
| might peel away conservative and evangelical voters whom the former

Massachusetts governor has been courting. Mr. Madden noted that Mr.
• Romney might make his own gains in Thompson country when he appears

Saturday w thg heynqtg gpeahgr at the T»""^ffiffg ^pp '̂Mic^" >

•

i
i

Dinner in Nashville.
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I The governor looks at these events as opportunities —it could be a Romney

crowd by the end of the nigjht," Mr. Madden said.

Anthony Catbonetti, an adviser to Mr. Giuliani, called Mr. Thompson "a good

•
senator who was entitled to run." But Mr. Caibonetti played down any concern
in tiie Giuliani campaign that Mr. Thompson would run strongly among votersi who are deeply concerned about national security and want a candidate who is
socially conservative as well. Mr. Giuliani supports abortion rights.

4 Mr. Thompson, who was Republican counsel to the Watergate committee,
served in the Senate for eight years before retiring in 2002 and was an ally of

U Mr. McCain's. Mr. Thompson's support for the campaign finance measure
•4P authored by his colleague from Arizona has brought criticism fix>m

J conservatives, who have also raised some questions about his anti-abortion
credentials,cr-

• For the past few months, Mr. Tliompson has been running something of a
shadow campaign, courting potential contributors, giving selected interviews

•
and speeches, weighing in on conservative blogs and lining up staff members.
At the aan^ time, he hag continued on the television show unfl as a

I commentator on ABC radio as a replacement for Paul Harvey. In April, he
announced that he was in remission from lymphoma, a cancer he has had for
more than two years.

The testing-the-waters group, to be formed as Friends of Fred Thompson Inc.,
• aflnwfl him tn foln* hig political HCtJvJtlCa to annfrn r̂ Iffyp] bnt HOPS nnt rfimmit

hint entirely Tf alan frypq him fn gaiigpi hig mippnrh wfiilp leaving time far him

I to sort out Ma lucrative acting and commentating careers, which would have to
be curtailed if he became a candidate or create equal-time issues.

• The flnrrnnjltEE ftfjng a t̂ np ^Qf>ff n f̂ ypf f̂ ll unHyr the F^^ f̂
^ Kii» tf VJQ mHwa ilia ro/*o all

• activity would have to be reported by mid-October.

(
With ihflt in minH, TTinmpgnn aHviggm a^iH tliP hiiHHing mmpaign wrmM
follow conventional campaign rules, including a $2,300 limit per individual
contribution far the primary. Allies said that on the conference call, backers

i



I
" were uiged to collect at least $46,000, or maximum donations from 20
_ individuals eac^Adviseresddsevei^ already had larger coinmitments^

"Money is a good test of whether the interest is as real as it seems," one
• Thompson adviser said.

m Kate PhMps&mtributed reporting.
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I AP Interview Thompson soys no o^um yet, InttsowKkltocandidM
Press June 3, 2007 Sundqy 11 03 AM GMT

• O>pynghl 2007 Associated Press
All Rights Reserved

• The Associated Press

1 June 3, 2007 Sunday 1 1 03 AM GMT

-i SECTION: POLITICAL NEWS

jP LENGTH: 797 winds

HEADLINE: AP Interview Thompson says no decision yet, but sounds like candidate anyway

a BYLINE: By UZSIDOTI, Associated Press Writer

I DATELINE: RICHMOND Va

• BODY:

I m one bieam, Fred Thompson iiisists he has nrty^ In the
next, he sounds like a man on the cusp of a full-fledged White House bid

I *Tve never o>sn^ to hold the office, paiticiilarly ufa^nrt at all," the Republican told The
Associated Press "Biit, at this stage of things, I sometimes thmk that lob
to do some things u^ only a president can do*

• Aftar flirting with • amnAtfay fa ffintitfia, tint fermgr Tefmt**** mfnmtnr and actor Inmum to

— million as the tough piosec^
• MM far the OOP nomin^t^n Pn^ny in gft»Hiflii0g • pr^lttntnmy

U Yet,ThonipsonclamiedmanuiteiviewSatiiidayni^
• ttgpihlteMiB, that ha «tili iMMnH ma^y to enmmit to • fJimpaign

|

"WeVe not made a final decision on it But obviously weYe dunking pretty seriously about it," he
and Everybody who has an opportiimty to make even a sniiilo^fEere^
direction of the countiy has got to look at that very seriously "

Among his considerations, he said, was making sine "the man fits the nrnes"

Despite his coyness, Thompson is all but certain to jom the crowded GOP field led by Rudy
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• " We wiU be talking to a lot of people, well be raising some mon^

I What percentage of him is undecided?

jfl "T flnnMii* h*̂ lf if jUuiti ifittti paBBMrta • Im MiH laughing

i
i
i
i

Giuliani, John McCain and Mitt lUminey and his entiance could «
Fundraising begins in earnest Monday Headquarters are planned for Nashville, Tenn, and the
Washington, DC, area A campaign team is forming And, tentative visits to Iowa, New
Hampshire and other early primary states are in the works

staff in order to fetch out to some more people and test trie level of support we ris^" Thompson
said "So well see a little bit later on where we go"

What would it take for him not to nm at mis point7

"I couldn't give you any odda on mat either," he added with a smile

The Southerner with Hollywood star power and mosdy conservative Senate credentuust^^
weUmnatK)ndr)opulanty polls But he would enter the race some six months after the top-tier
tno He sigrnficantly lags them rn money
can turn buzz on the Internet and in Washington into actual votes when the primaries begin in
less than eight months

^JDflaVUBB6Qa Afi DdlCElOfl iDfiO0DODUaflCtGflDflluattjDSCflDODMV DOOODBD6UDVB HullB^i^C DBfl ft

campaign organization m place for months and if mey raise upward of $100 milhon this year

I "I donl know who made those rules I donH know who me experts are Fm too late to follow
thoNiiilesevennTIwBJEitBdto.andldon^v^ Yet, he demurred when
asked for his plan to counter his would-be nvals1 strength

• "At me end of the day, the people have to be receptive to you and your message," he said "It
_ doesn't matter how many campaign advisers you\e got or how much money y^ni can spend If
• ifs meant to be, itH be"

p. Thompson, 64, said much has changed since he spumed calls to nm tor pcesident in 2000 and
• added that he now finds the prospect appealing tor several

|

"Iammamednow,havetwochildienathome I spend a lot of time tmnkmg about the kind of
world that they're going to grow up in, spend a lot of tmie talking to my wife about that," he said
"And I mink the coimtr/s different I mink we have challenges now that we didnt have in 2000

I I think that everybody was land of sitting beck, taking rt easy aiidthrn
and pcospenty ware going to kmd of last forever I think we know better than that now"

•

He said his unbl-now ambivalence about the countiys top job might uhmiatdy make him a
better leader and, thus, a better ft for the wlin^ House than omera

i
i
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I "If a person oaves power for the sake of power, if he

ofiBoe, he's got his pnontiesinix0d up," Thompson said "If s a desire to do something not to be
• something"

Dunog his 1994-2002 Senate tenure, Thompson was oonsio îed a reliably conservanve vote
, he had faor MgnifJMmt laudative adiiguemenfci anil he MtfahliAad a reputation M a

»—i

1
1
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I "lliat̂  one np that you can cure," Thompson said Asked to name his greatest Senate
accomplishment, he said "There were a lot of things It doesnt always have to do with putting
your name on a ptecc of legislation There was an awful lot of bad legislation that I helped to

<• stop for one thing"

But, he said "Well have a chance to get into all that when I start teUmg everybody what a
wondernil person I am but we're not qiiite at that stage"

At least not yet
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run closer for IW Thompson DesMoines Register

I Copyright 2007 The Des Momes Register
All Rights Reserved

Des Moines Register (Iowa)

June 26,2007 Tuesday
^ DMEchtxm

I! SECTION: METRO IOWA, Pg IB

rP LENGTH: 1027 words
si
!• HEADLINE: Hire putt run closer for Fred TVxnpson

^ BYLINE: Beaumont Thomas

• BODY:

• Tlwfonner senator, a Republican, has not said whether he w^^

• By THOMAS BEAUMONT

_ REGISTER STAFF WRITER

• Former Sen Fied Tliompson has taken his first step toward orgam^^
m teadoffpirsidential nominating caucuses by hm^
• member, aides to Tliompson confirmed Monday

_ Thompson hag signed Andrew Dorr to serve as his Mklwestpolrticd director shouM the actor
I and Tennessee Republican nm for the RcpuMKanpresi^^

I TTui is the kind of stellar team Senator Thomrjson is attracting as he continues to move
mhuio>temimations,"Thom|)son spokesman MaA "ft means Senator Thompson
will be ready, should he decide to run, and will have the n^to team in place to be successful

« when ifs time to go to the caucuses"

DOIT most recently worked as 2006 GOP giibernatonal nominee Jim Nussle'spouticaldnvctor,

Iowa
I having started in Iowa caucus politics in 2000 for then-<}ov George W Bush Dorr, 28, later

worked for Bush's re-election campaign as depiiryMid\vest political dnw^or.concentratmg on

i
i
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• Thompson is expected to announce his plans m the coming weeks Tliis month he formed an

organization that allows nun to raise money to hue staff and travel as lie decides whether to join
m the crowded 2008 GOP candidate field

He has not decided yet whether he will participate in me Ames straw poll, a high-profile Iowa
SB GOP fundraiser set for mid-August

Details for the event are taking shape while state party officials await word fiom Thompson

| Iowa Republican Party officials have set the quaking onler and detennined where each of the
eight candidates planning to attend the party fondraisingevemwiU pitch their temj around Iowa

m State University's Hilton Cohseum on Aug 11

Thompson was not repreaarted at a meeting m DCS Moinca last we^
campaigns planning to attend the Ames evert were assigned their spots, offic^i

i
i

Foinier Massachusetts Gov Mrtt Romney, who has been the most aggressive about organizing
for me njndnuser.wiU start the senes of 20nnniute speeches a^

Romney will be followed by US Rep Tom TancrecV) of C^loTac^Qiicago businessman
GOX.US Rep Ron Paul of Texas, former Arkansas Gov Mike Huckaboe, U S Rep Duncan
Hunter of California, former Wisconsin Gov Tommy Thompson and Sen SamBrownbackof

The eight have committed at least $15,000 each to resenre space to feed and entertain than*
supporters and other activists

• Individual tickets cost $35 and allow holders to vote at one of dozens of voting machines set up
m and around Hilton

• In the past, campaigns have bought blocks of tickets and often bused their supporters to o^
event

™ Earlier this moam, former New York Cn> Mayor Rud^Giuham said he would not prepare for
the costly straw poll arrangements, andSen John McCam of Anzona abandoned his plans to

• compete in the straw poll Then-names will still be on the ballot

Giuliani's and McCain's decisions have thrown into question the significance of te Ames event
• to the 2008 presidential nomination race The event has become a traditional first test of
m Republican candidates' strength in Iowa, the leadoff caucus state

• Chuck Laudner, executive director of the Iowa RepublK^m Party, said Fied Thompson would be
inserted into the speaking Imeup should he decide to participate mine straw poll

• "if Pfgd geta m or fhf nifh^rf t^rnnyt their «tmidt Hwv*!! gtt put m the middle," LaiHfFff turf "The
others dont want to wait on planning then* day "

i
i
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P^nt- TK™».« a^-mum* n^ K» m^And at (SI *) 2M.MM or fomimmitffidmrey com

^H

TODAY
•

Ben Biden, ion of Democrat Joe Bidcn

I -Iowa City ,7 15pm, speech at Iowa Profession Fu^ghten
S DubuojueSt

Ml Democmt Bill Richardson

- Iowa Cay, 10 30 a m, meeting with Johnson County residents, Iowa City Public Library
meetiiig room, 123 S LumSt

« i

i
*aa - Iowa City, noon, speech to Iowa Professional Firefighters cmivention.Sbenton Hotel, 210 S

DuhnoueSt

1
DubuqueSt

Republican Tommy Thompson

- Muscatine, 11 a m, hmch event, Diamond Dive's, 2608 Second Ave

* -Wapello, 12 30pm, lunch gamenng.FannBiireau Building, 245 Re

I -Fort Madison, 6pm, reception at Sheaffo Pen building, 301H Ave

WEDNESDAY

* RcpubbcanTonimyTTiompton

I -fawmCrty, 8 am ,break&stmeeting.Mill Restaurant, 120E BurimgtonSt

. Paul to visit Iowa mis weekend

RALLY US Rep Ron Paul of Texas plans to be mDesMouiesoflSatuidayd

I exdiisionnxim a presidennal candidates'fb^ Paul,aRepubucan,isplarmuigtoattendaraUy
at the end of the forum, winch is sponsofed by lowans for Tax Relief and the Iowa Chnsoan
Aluance Paul's event begins at 4 30pm at Hy-VeeHall, the same venue as the forum

| EXCLUSION Paul and two other lesser-known OOP candidates were not invited to the forum
because organizers judged them to have hide organization in Iowa That exclusion sparked

I vocal, and sometimes angry, protests fiom Paul suppoiten But Paul's national campaign
chairman said his event Saturday coimilements me fonm and u not a protest

i
i
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Firefighters union reschedules forum

I CONFLICT A Democratic presidential fbnm that haa^
been postponed after the firefighters umon organizing iheevem learned that anticipated ac^
Congress on a bill important to the union posed a schediilmgconfhct for sonic candidates

•| planning to attend

CONVENTION The forum was to be a put of the state convention of the Iowa Professional
• Firefighters union The convention was to featiire appearances today by Sen Hillary Clinton of

New York, Sen Christopher Dodd of Connecticut, Sen Baro&Obaina of Illinois and New
Mexico Gov Bill Richardson

LEGISLATION The bill before Congress, known as nw Employee Free Choice Act, would, in
part, allow emptoyees to tbrm unions by signing canfaaiithon
of signing the cards and then voting later Union leaders say the cunent method of voting allows
employers to discourage employees fiom voting far union representation
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Fred Thompson Defends His Lobbying Past
AP Interview: Fred Thompson Defends Record As Washington Lobbyist
ByERIKSCHELZIG

NASHVILLE, Ti
Fred Thompson, a likely Republican presidential candidate, on Tuesday defezia^
Washington lobbyist, telling 1T» Associated Pren that lobbyuigu an important part of life
because "governments got then* hands in everything"
The actor and former US senator from Tennessee added, "Nobody yet has pointed out any of
my clients mat didnt deserve representation "
Thompson, who likes to cast himself as a pohtical outsider, earned more than $1 nulhon
lobbying the federal government fix1 mote than 20 years He lobbied for a sovings-and-loan
deregulation bill that helped hasten the indiis&ys collars and a failed nuclear e^
coat taxpayers more than a billion dollars
He also was a lobbyist for deposed Haitian PreademJean-BertnmdAnstide, who was widely
crmqzpdforendoramg"rtc^lar4ngl"megniesonieprft
tires are thrown over a person's neck and set ablaze
In September 1991, Anstide said "The buraiiig tire, what a beautiful tool' It smells good And
wherever you go, you want to smell it"
Anstide became president in Hull1! first democratK elections m 1990, but he was deposed ui a
military coup a few months later in 1991
Lobbying records show that m 1991 Thompson called then-White House Chief of Staff John
Summu on AnstideS behalf Thormison was working "mcom^
restontionofmedemocraticaUydect^
Anstide was restored to power ui 1994 by US troops under President Chnton He was elected to
s second term ID 2000, but was overthrown again in 2004, fleeing amid an armed rebellion and
•MMttSlAMSlM M4^A«^ttM§?DWVBBI9 H^^BMHMBIBI.

In a bnef interview with the AP, Thompson said he expects to riearcnticism about his lobbying
activities as he moves closer to declaring his candidacy Opponents ernphasized his lobbying
work during his Senate races m 1994 and 1996
Tlieyll talk about it probably with the same results," he said
Thompson said he doesn't take much stock in talk about whether he's too ceflnected to the halla
of power rn Washington
"ftre never tslked abort tiistinsia^^ "I've been critical of Washington, both
before, dunng and after my Senate days"
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Thompson said he made his home in northern Virginia so he could commute between
Wnbmgtc« and New Yc^fcrhiendio and television wock After leaving the Senate in 2002,
Thompson joined NBCs drama series "Law A Ofder"andlaferbecanieaccfnmentatoronABC
radio
More man 200 supporters gathered earlier Tuesday at the Nashville airport to greet Thompson
He told the crowd he's "testing the waters" about a run, "Tnit the waters feel pretty warm to me"

scheduled to attend A fundraiser in Nashville later in the day hosted by Mike
Curb, a record label founder and former heiitenant governor of California
Copyright 2007 The Associated Press All rights reserved This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed
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• The Associated Press State & Local Wire

July 6,2007 Friday 9 51PM GMT

SECTION: STATE AND REGIONAL

^1 LENGTH: 585 words

% HEADLINE: fa special status, Thompson dV)esrt have to disclose money yet

jf BYLINE: By JIM KUHNHENN, Associated Press Writer

m DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:i
will be opening up their second quarter finances and

placing their spending and their donors up fo

I Thompson, the "L«w ft Order" television ad
been letaimng staff; opening a headVniart^

I placing their spending and their ctaon up for a new round of scrutiny Fred Thompson will not

Thompson, the "Law ft Order" television sî or and fonnerRepubhcan Tennessee senator, has

potential White House contender But he has not said definitively that he's a candidate for
ffj president

Instead, Thompson is officially "testing the walen" of a campaign It's a status that allows him to

I explore a candidacy without having to file finanad disclosures wnntte
Ccinniission unless and iintil he decides to run

I Thompson held a fundraiser last week in Nashville at the home of Mike Curb, an independent
record prodiicer and fornierlieutenam governor of Cahfi^ Atlanta developer Thomas Bell
was holding another event Friday at his home

• PMinneniild pay tl/Mfl to attenti nr ̂ 100, flie mavimiim gnntnhiifinn alloiuert, tn partaciprte
m & private reception

V Bell, who has known Thompson for more than 30 years, said he was expecting to raise up to
$400,000 Friday evening

• "This has been the most imbdievabte ftadrasing eflbrC "Ifsthe
^ easiest money rve ever raised

i



He said donors, many of whom have already given the maximum to other OOP presidential
candidates, believe a Thompson candidacy is "our only shot at getting a Republican elected this
time"

Thompson associates had initially said his "testing the waters" committee hoped to raise $5
millum before he announces his decision later this month A spokesman for Thompson, Mark
Corallo, would not discuss his finances on Fnday

"We're not putting out numbers or goals," Corallo said in an e-mail response "Our goal, if Fred
Thompson gets into the race is to raise enough money to wm"

Under federal election laws, potential candidates are allowed to raise and spend money to
dnfrrmmr whether to get into a political contest TheyVe only required to disclose those finances
if they become candidates

As a result, if Thompson chooses to run and indications are that he will he wont have to file a

P disclosure report until Oct 15, after the end of the third quarter finance penod At that point,
Thompson would have to report all the money he has rai^inchid^ anything he obtame^

M during this exploratory penod

I "As tongas you are coy enough not to say Tmnmning,'you can stay ^
Meredith McGehee, policy director of the nonpartisan Campaign Legal Center "The advantage

I is that you are not subject to the same disclosures You can be a private citizen You can get
gifts, you can get speaking fees"

I The law prevents potential candidates who
that can be spent after they become a candidates But the mle is vague, stating only that the
money not be "m excess of what co^ reasonably be expected to be iised fa

* activities"

m Coralfo said the money Thompson is raising is "for the testing to

* Sheila Knimholz, executive director of the nonpartisan Center fix Responsive Politics, said there
^ u a sound reason to permit potential candidates to delay filing while they weigh their chances

* "Candidates need to be able to gauge whether they have a viable chance of success," she said
"Should they test the waters yxl find them chilly, the FEC is not ajffing to "nî r mem go through

i
i
i
i
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Thompson Begins Two-Day SorthlandftaKt-Rmsmg Trip Today Cfy
2007 Tuesday 9 46PMPST

Copyng^tt 2007 City News Service, me
All Rights Reserved
City News Service

No Crty Newi Service material may be repubhshed without trie express wnttenpermissi^
City News Service, Inc

July 31,2007 Tuesday 9 46 PMPST

) LENGTH: 882 words

p, HEADUNE: Thompson Begun Two-Day SoirfilandFund-Raising Trip Today

§ DATELINE: NEWPORT COAST

m BODY:

I Former Tennessee Sen Fred lliormison conducted two lurid-raisers in Newport Coast today,
finm« after h« cmm^nj^ mmanmtmA ha rmt^fA M d6 millum m Jung far hi* Mpeeied hid far the

Republican presidential nomination

P TTielevd of siyport and emliusiasm from people acroas
said in a:

| Both fund-raisers were closed to the news medu^ the common practice ainong most presidential
candidates of both parties

• ThoinpaoaisaGiiediiledtoooiichideatwoHb^
(X)nductmgaflmd-nuserinBelAir

I Thompson, who played Manhattm
tha pmt five •CMMM, fiumati rnn «plnrrtirwy mmmrtt^» fiityp ] ( yllMunng turn to t««e fimrf« HlS

I canuwgn was required to formal report fund- raisim} figures to the Internal Revenue Service
today

I By comparison, former Massachusetts Gov Mitt Romney fed all Republican presidential
candidates by raising $44 4 million through June 30, white former New York Chty Mayor Rudy
Giuliani, the Republican front-ninner, had raised $35 6 nulhon,accofdmg to reporto filed wr^

i
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the Federal Election Communon

Romney had $12 Imimoo on hind and Giuliani $18 3 million•j

Because Thompson is not a declared candidate, he did not have to file a report on his ft^
m raising tnrou^i June 30 by the July IS deadline

• We are in a testing the water1 phase," Linda Rozett, the commumcafeoiis director ibrFneKb of

I Fred Thompson, told The Times Mtwoiu^ not be acciirate to compare a candidate to a
noncandidate "

1 Thompson's first fund-raiser at a Newport Coast honie was biUed as a" VIP Recept^^
tielf»M floating $?;***>, dig ntMrifiHmi itidnn dual erniinhiihnn far Aa primary eampaif/i under
federal law IXxiors had me opporbinrty to have a picture tak^ Tickets for the
"general reception" wmch followed were $1,000 each

Tha liftfl nntntpiftf^ «iftV»5M Afffff^lMym^1 f^n* TVV«MI H-ltvifie, otvl Nguqmit TJMeh City
Councilman Mike Hera

Ticket prices for tomorrow's Bel-Air fund-raiser were not available

Despite not bang an announced candidate, Thompson was msecorid place or in a statistical ae
for the toad in moat of the national polls for the Repiiblicanpresia^mialnormnation released this

|

_,_n __ «t,
monm

Thompson is expected to declare his carMJidacy shortly after Labor Day

I In an appearance June 12 on "Tlie Tonight Show with Jay Lera" Thompson said, Tve never
craved the job of president, but I want to do some things that only a president could do"

Thompson has said he supports PresidemBush^Ii^
has called the 1973 Roe v Wade SurjremeQ)urtdecasion giving the woman the ngbt to an

• abortion during the first three monms of piiegnancy "bad tow and bad medical science"

Thompson's rare combination of an acting badcground and conservative pohticsh^
. compansonswimRepubhcan icon Ronald Reagan One Thompson backer has set up a Web site,

AnotherRonaldRBagan com, to encourage his candidacy

I Coincxlentally, one of Reagan's fihns was titled "Uw and Oro ,̂" a 1953 Western where he
• portrayed a marshal

I Like Reagan, Thompson's exposure to the public was boosted through radio Until recently, he
m had a d^y broadcast of a coimiientBiyermtled "The Fie^
• Rc^anhoadcaatdMlyiadioqmn^^
• and beginning his succcssfiil 1980 presideonal campaign

i
i



Thompson also tapped into the new media with his oommcntancs available in btog and podcast
form on the ABC Radio Web site

Thompson, who will turn 65 Aug 19, fint came into the public eye in 1973, when as co-chief
counsel to the Senate Watergate Committee^ a question he asked of fa
ode Alexander Butterfield revealed the existence of the White House taping system

A longtime Washington lobbyist, Thompson was elected to the Senate in 1994, filling the final
two yens of the tm of men-Vice President Al Gore. before being re-elected to a full teim in
1996 He abandoned plans to nm for reflection in 2002 followug the death of his adult daughter
from an accidental drag overdose

The New Yak Times reported this month mat Thompson spent neariy 20 noun woriang as a
lobbyist on behalf of a group seeking to ease federal rales on abortion counseling in 1991 and
1992, apparently contradicting his opposition to abortion

• "He stands by his record and hisretmgs by pio-hfe groups," Rozett told City News Service

P The WaU Street Journal reported mApnl that mh^
M political action committee has pud $244,000 to his son Daniel's Nashville, Tern -based
• consulting firm

Rozett said she had no comment on the younger Thompson's professional activities

• Thompson's acting career began in 1985, portraying himself in "Mane," the story of a
whisdeblower he MfWHited in a Tennessee Parole Board ffff^fil

• Ttompsont other acting credits mdude twice playiiig presidents, tte
2005*8 "Last Best Chance" and Ulysses S Giant in "Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee," which

• premiered May 27 He also portrayed the White House chief of staff m "In the Line of Fire" and
• appeared in "No Way Out" "The Hunt for Red October" "Days of Thunder" and "Cape Fear "

i
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I Tltompsoii tips Missouri €bc more. oooltdiuticMii
*T JTT Minnifi

•
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For « pftfepfn1 camMfitt fry p^fdfft RqnibVfl" Pmf Thftmpffr" Hit •••••dy ""gg"*1 """̂  *""* m

MiMoon — snd likely raised mote money — than Bome declared contendea

t^B" 24houB j& tlie state

K^g. ti Mo«i Ay •Hfc • «miiUr fin^r.^^- m if •«••« r.tty He tpCOt tfae flight tfaeK

befbte atMr~mnn rtynftiii*H Tuesday «*«o**i*r£ at the •̂**™*f 1 Vniy conventioii

Hen and mKansMC^,Tliompion attended seveiilpn^

' "QeadyTm going ID be teaching a ictobticm and mabng a stai^^
TfcnmpMMi mmtA m an mt^Mg^ •» tfc^ Pif^-r*t4fir»i fc^pl tti

* Hcaddcd,"MiiK)uiiatfaekindofitatBtnat?igoingtDbevctym
rstnpsyi

Thompson — more zecen^ known for htt acting stimcii the IV shc^"I^ — said

I he^flattendbyhiswaimpolitxalteoEpiionindieitate Lt Gov Peter Kmdet and more than 50
mlmtm 1«iMalA>tf^i« ka^fM «Mjl««««M<l !•••••

I "I continue to be gratified that stniigen would show up aiid contribute wfa^
amounts of money for someone who is testing the watnsfbcpreauient; who n^eyVe never met,"

I When asked what may be b^ attraction, Thompson i^
ODItiDtB^L BQDB6 ^lO^Xav BOsT flBfi

• m ha ipeecheiaroiind the state, pubbc and pa^
oountzy can no longBf ignojc us pfloolems — wmcn he said inr*11*** frgf**' Mi"fiffp*n"**>s ,̂ a troubled

• economy, a sttetdicdmilinuyandlslaniictegonsrn

Naoonalsecuiity most take top pnonty, he added "Al-Qaida is strong they are here and they're
fl trying to get then hands on weapons of roaMdestru^

But at the same tune, Thompson added, ^eVe got to be reahidc about our mihttry power,
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whit we'ie capable of domgind not capable of doing Oeaiiy we wete not totally ptepated for what
turned out to be the challenge in Inq WeVe got to come to tenni with thtt "

ffff MM! thf Umfird Stitirt hti • tprrnl plactt tiff tmmtitn in thf
hbettyiiidptOfpentyfiDrtlotofpeopkfiuinawfalloCofyeaiB1'

| Lowjec Tom Walsh, who hotted Tuesday n^t'sfuiidattethei^pcusedThoinpsoo as the
I^wbhcanPuty'sbeitcommonicatorsiDceft^^ "He ofiEen the best

• lririrnhip,tfael^mciMgeandtfacabdttytocotmnuni^

Thomptoa nid, "I wince a to* wben he bean the £ceque&tcooipafttoas with Reagan, a Repubbcan

| «•
Z! T« the «p>nr of tnirti-f̂ Htn^ Thompann aa


